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ON THE 
SURGERY OF THE ABDOMEN ; 


By Dr. BLUNDELL. 
[Concluded from page 356.} 


6thly. May be narrated, two cases, in 
which an opening was made into the abdo- 
men, with a view of extirpating the dropsi- 
cal ovary. 

42. In the first, the operation failed com- 
pletely, ‘The woman had never been tapped ; 
the ovary held about a pailful ; a scirrhous 
piece, as large at least as the hand, not 
easily removed, was left in the belly ; great 
collapse occurred, directly the ovarian sac 
was drawn forth, before it was cut into; but 
the woman lived between eighty and ninety 
hours afterwards, without the occurrence of 
peritoneal inflammation, and died, appa- 
rently, from the cachexy produced by the 
dropsy, and for want of reaction in the sys- 
tem and the wound. 

43. In the second case, the ovarian cyst 
was extirpated by Dr. Nathan Smith, for- 
merly, I believe, of Connecticut.—( See dme- 
rican Medical Recorder of Original Papers 
and Intelligence in Medicine and Surgery, 
No. 17.) The sac contained about eight 
pints ; re were no adhesions of extent 
and importance; the natural connexion of 
the ovary was as large asa finger, and the 
8 got well without a bad symptom. 

. Nathan Smith is well known to some 
poatemes now in London, and would, I 

ave little doubt, if this were deemed ne- 
cessary for the sake of science, give proof 
convincing to the most sceptical, of the au- 
thenticity of this case. These are the onl 
three operations that I at present know of, 
coming so immediately ed mm my notice, as 
to justify citation: at the two first | was 
myself present. I question much, whether 
in the first operations of lithotomy and am- 
putation, the proportion of recoveries was 
80 great as one in two. 

7thly. May be mentioned five cases of 
laceration in the womb or vagina, ocourring 
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during parturition, all of which were ulti- 
mately brought under my personal notice, 
though in one case only was I present when 
the accident occurred. 

44. In the first, the child was born alive 
by the natural efforts, and the side of the 
womb was torn longitudinally, where it 
unites with the broad ligaments ; the wo- 
man sinking, of consequence, from flooding- 
I was requested to inspect the body: the 
rupture of the womb had not even been sus- 
pected duriug her life. 

45. In the second case, the vagina, or neck 
of the womb, was lacerated behind, to the 
extent of a large hand breadth; the perito- 
neum being laid open, a clot of blood as big 
as the hand was found, after death, in the 
abdomen; collapse occurred, the patient 
never rallying thoroughly, though she lived 
for thirty-six hours. 

46. The third case resembled the former ; 
the woman died collapsed in about thirty- 
eight hours; there was, however, more re- 
action than in the former case. 

47. In the fourth case the womb was torn 
in front, and the child escaped into the 
belly: the bladder was not injured. Col- 
lapse occurred in this case, and death took 
place in less than twelve hours. 

48. The womb was torn in front in the 
fifth case also ; the child, as before, escap- 
ing into the peritoneal sac, I brought this 
fetus away by turning; had my hand 
among the intestines and on the edge of the 
liver ; felt the large arteries in the back of 
the abdomen, and grasped gently the empty 
and contracted womb, ‘The child was 
brought away dead; the woman recovered 
pretty completely in the course of four or 
five weeks, but has never been in a state of 
robust health since. Her name was Casey ; 
she lived near St. George’s Church, South- 
wark; and before her recovery was com- 
plete, she came, for greater conveniency, 
into Guy’s Hospital. A few months back, 
i.e. five or six years after the accident, L 
made a careful examination, when no traces 
of cicatrix were discoverable in the vagina, 
and the mouth of the womb felt perfectly 
sound and natural, so that there can, [ 
think, be no doubt that the parts had been 
torn through above. . 
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8thly. Every one knows the formidable 

nature of the cesarian operation, and the 

unfavourable circumstances under which 
it has generally been performed in this 
country. By a friend of the late Dr. Haigh- 
ton, however, it-has been done three times ; 
once suCtessfully, when the abdominal 
wound was healed completely by the sixth 
day, and the woman wag able to stir about 
in her house on the thirteenth day ; the con- 
stitution was in this case sound, the con- 
traction of the pelvis having been produced 
by a locel cause, viz. fracture of the ossa 
innominata: the other two cases terminated 
fatally. Both the latter were performed 
on very unhealthy and therefore 
were malacosteon. I have been induced to 
notice these three operations, because, from 
Mr. Barlow's acquaintance with my valued 
relative, they have been brought in a man- 
ner under my immediate notice. 

Such is the small collection of facts, fa- 
vourable and unfavourable, which, with 
limited opportunities, I have been able 
an accumulate in the course of the 

it five or six years; and which to me 
seem calculated to throw some additional 
light on the probable success of a more 
enlarged abdominel surgery. From these, 
few as they are, I feel conscious that no 
certain inference can yet be drawn, though 
ee inferences certainly may, and 

y seem to me to be the following :— 

ist. That smaller wounds of the perito- 
neum, as in tapping, hernia, &c., do not in 
Pras induce fatal peritonitis, or other 

structive effects; and, therefore, that the 
common opinion, not ee found on paper, 
but frequently urged in conversation, and 
corerentiy operative in practice, I mean, 
that inflammation in a spot of the perito- 
neum will almost invariably diffuse itself 
over the greater part of it, is probably un- 

ded in truth. 

2dly. That extensive divisions of the pe- 
Titoneum are certainly not of necessity fatal, 
whether by inflammation or otherwise ; and 
probably not geuerally so. 

3dly. That the va spleen, and ovaries 
May be taken away in the mode mentioned, 
certainly without of necessity destroying 

ife, and presumptively without generally 
troying it. 

4thly. That the womb, when developed 
from preguancy, may be torn open ; that the 
child may escape into the peritoneal sac, 
among the viscera; and that the mouth of 
the womb may be torn off, not, indeed, so 
far as these cases may be relied on, with- 
out great danger, but twice, in seven in- 
stances, without death, 

5thly. And generally, that the peritoneum 
and abdominal viscera, though very tender 
in the human body, will, without fatal con- 
sequences, hear more injury, than, from 


their modesof practice, the British surgeons, 
especially, seem disposed to admit. 

6thly. That all the above inferences, from 
observations on the human abdomen, are in 
unison with those drawn from observations 
on the rabbit, the one set of inferences mu- 
tually supporting the other; and in this we 
have a fact corroborative of the principle for 
which I have contended elsewhere, that 
observation on the brute and human sub- 
ject, when made with caution, may, per- 
haps, be found more in correspondence with 
each other, than some surgeons are 
posed, at present, to admit. A contrary 
opinion, so far as it is erroneous, must exert 
a very baleful influence upon the progress 
of surgery. 

Whilst the body of facts which have re- 
ference to abdominal injuries remains so 
small, it would, no doubt, be the extreme 
of rashness, on such authority, to recom- 
mend to practice any operations as yet un~ 
tried, or of rare performance, unless, indeed, 
in those cases in which they secure the only 
remaining chance of life. As, however, 
the facts related evidently create a suspi- 
cion, that a bolder abdominal surgery would 
not be unattended with success, 1 may be 
pardoned, perhaps, for endeavouring, on 
this occasion, to draw the notice of the pro- 
fession to the following operations, all to 
appearance feasible, though b no means 

1 of equal promise ; stating distinctly, at 
the same time, that my design at present is 
to recommend them to consideration mere- 
ly, and not to practice, except, as observed 
above, in cases otherwise desperate. 

ist. 4 division of both the fallopian 
tubes, and even the removal of a small 
piece of them, so as to render them com- 
pletely impervious, a fit addition, a, ent- 
ly, to the cesarian operation, the danger of 
which it would scarcely increase.—Th 
effect of this operation would be to prevent 
subsequent impregnation, without, how- 
ever, destroying the sexual propensities, 
or the menstrual action of the womb ; and 
as many, besides Mr. Barlow's patient, 
have, on the Continent, recovered from 
cesarian operation, the possibility of a se- 
cond need for it should, I think, by all 
means be precluded. In those cases, also, 
of contracted pelvis, in which, notwithstand- 
ing the excitement of parturition in the 
seventh month, it is still necessary to de- 
stroy the children, by opening the head, 
and reducing their size, in order to briny 
them down through the pelvis, I think i 
would not be amiss to adopt this operation 
in order to produce sterility. An opening, 
two fingers broad, might be made above the 
symphysis pubis, near the linea alba; the 
fallopian tubes might be drawn up to this 
opening one after the other, and a piece of 


the tube might then be taken out. 
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Operation, much less dangerous than a deli-| drawing the parts together with a ligature, 
very, by perforating the head when the | would merely take place of a more formidable 
= is highly contracted, may, I think, | wound, that, I mean, formed in the womb 
safely recommended. by the cesarian operation, and which, by 
2dly. The extirpation of the healthy| the operation here performed, would, to- 
ovaries—This operation, even granting it| gether with the uterus, be taken completely 
to be safe, can scarcely in any instance be | out of the body. No operation, perhaps, can 
necessary, though it may be observed, by the | be more unpromising, shall I say, more un- 
way, that it would probably be found an | justifiable, in the present state of our know- 
effectualremedy in the worst cases of dys-|/edge, but 1 thought it proper to men- 
menorrhea, and in bleeding from monthly | tion it. 
determination ef the inverted womb, where| From four rabbits I removed the uterus 
the extirpation of this organ was rejected. | within a few hours after delivery, after hav- 
Sdly. The extirpation of the ovarian ing drawn together, by means of ligatures, 
eyst in scirrhus, combined with dropsy, er the parts by which they were connected to 
in simple dropsy, will most probably be | the pelvis; I mean the vagina, broad liga- 
mted by extensive adhesions, if the ments, and fallopian tubes. The mass re- 
Trépsical cyst be large and of long standing; moved was large enough to fill the hollow of 
but if the cyst be small, containing (as in | the hand, as the rabbit is multiparous, and 
Nathan Smith’s case) a few pints only, the | has two wombs of great capacity. Of these 
adhesions, it may be, will be found of small | four rabbits, three, to my great surprise, re- 
extent and easily separable. It remainsto| covered; the fourth dying from internal 
be ascertained, by observation, in what de- hemorrhagy, in consequence of the detach- 
gree the abdominal adhesions may be divid- | ment of the ligatures, which had been in- 


ed, without an unjustifiable risk to the life | securely tied. A practitioner of considers 


of the patient, In the case of Janet Ireland, 
operated on by a very able surgeon, Mr. 
Lizars, of Fdinburgh, the whole of the dis- 
eased mass could not, I believe, be removed 
from the abdomen; notwithstanding the 
patient got well, gathered flesh, and was 
relieved of her central pains. These consi- 
derations are very encouraging, but we must 
beware of rashness, and above all, we must 
be careful to select for the operation, those 


eases only, in which there is a reasonable 


4thly. The removal of a large circular 
piece of cyst in ovarian dropsy, when the 
sac itself cannot be extirpated.—As rup- 
ture of the ovary has cured the disease ap- 
ently, by laying the cyst open, and, per- 
aps, by inducing inflammation, advantage 
might be expected from this operation, at 
least as a palliative, though other cysts 
would no doubt, in many instances, gra- 
dually renew the disease. 
Sthly. The removal of the Cancerous 
Womb, when the ulceration first makes its 


able acuteness, Mr. Webber, of Yarmouth, 
| informs me, that being called to an inversion 
of the puerperal uterus, he successfully re- 
| moved it on the fifteenth day after delivery. 
| _7thly, Should the bladder give way into 
the peritoneal sac, and I have two prepara- 
| tions of this accident, why should we not 
lay open the abdomen, tie up the bladder, 
discharge the urine, and oath out the peri- 
| toneum thoroughly by the injection of warm 
|water? ‘This operation would secure a 
| chance of life, if the urine had not been ex- 
| travasated long, say above balf an hour, 
| 8thly. Small openings, with callous edges, 
| through the neck of the bladder into the 
vagina, are cured in France (as I learn from 
Mr. Travers) by the actual cautery. When 
the opening is large, it might perhaps, in 
some cases, be closed by ligature. Mr, 
Preston, au esteemed pupil, first suggested 
to me this operation. 
Ythly. Should circumstances require the 
high operation of the stone for the removal 


| of calculus, might it not, in some cases, be 


a@ppearance.—TVo omit the operations per- | useful to tie up the opening, formed in frent 
formed upon the Continent, as weil as those | of the bladder, the end of the ligature being 
by Dr. Weatherell and Mr. Banner, the | drawn forth through the abdominal wound, 
event of Mrs. Moulden’s case hereafter de- | Having little experience of lithotomy, I feel 
tailed, has, it is presumed, clearly proved | myself incapable of judging here, but my 
the possible success of this operation. With- | persuasion is, that in some rare cases, the 
out the help of surgery this disease appears bladder might be speedily healed in this 
to be totally helpless; but of rashness, as manner, as in experiments 17, 18. 
before observed, it is nectssary to beware. 10thly. In the rabbit 1 have often tied the 
6thly. E.xtirpation of the Puerperal | abdominal artery, aud then carried the liga- 
Uterus.—When the cesarian operation is | ture out of the abdomen, at the point where 
performed, or when a patient is evidently | the artery lay, by means of a broad pointed 
sinking after rupture of the womb, let it be | needle, instead of drawing the thread forth 
remembered that the wound formed by the | at the wound. In operating on the human 
extirpation of the womb, and which might, | body, would this expedient be advantageous, 
probably, be much reduced in extent hy | should further experience lead us to wish 
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the ligature in all cases removed ? 


ENTIRE EXTIRPATION 
I have, | uterus, so that it lay upon the front of the 


once or twice, weeks after operating, found | rectum, and closed the head of the vagina. 
the remains of a ligature which had been cut In the cavity of the pelvis there were two or 
short, lying in the middle of a sac of puri- | three ounces of bloody serum, which might 
form matter, and to appearance laying the | have been easily discharged by passing the 


foundation of chronic disease. 


| finger between the bladder and rectum: the 


P.S.—Since the substance of the preceding formation of adhesions was begun. 


pages was written, Dr. Ritzins, oue of the | 
supernumerary physicians to his majesty, 
the king of Sweden, has been in London, and | 


SECOND CASE. 
Mrs, Moulden, aged 50, of grey eyes, 


has informed me, that the complete removal | tranquil dis;osition, broad in her make, and 
of the cancerous womb has been, to his per- | disposed to obesity, was seized with offen- 


sonal knowledge, 


performed on the continent sive discharge from the vagina, soon follow- 


five times. All the patients recovered from ed by eruptions of blood in large quantity ; 


the operation ; four of them, he said, were 
doing well several months afterwards, and 
one died, not, apparently, in consequence of 
the injury inflicted by the operation, but, as 
was supposed, from the further progress of 
the disease in the surrounding parts con- 
tiguous to the uterus. ‘The womb was re- 
moved through the outlet of the pelvis. 
There was no hemorrhage requiring a liga- 
ture. Dr, Ritzins desigus to publish these 
cases. 


FIRST CASE OF ENTIRE EXTIRPATION OF 
THE UTERUS. 

Mrs. A. B., wt. 33, the mother of six chil- 
dren, the last born seven years ayo, of con- 
stitution naturally healthy, came under my 
observation, reduced by malignant disorga- 
nisation of the neck and mouth of the uterus 
aad upper part of the vagina, There was 
ulceration, flooding, copious watery and 
offensive discharge, the constitution was 
giving way, and it seemed probable life 
would not be protracted beyond one or two 
months. Assisted by Mr. Callaway and 
Mr. Martin of Horsham, I extirpated the 
uterus, together with the diseased portion of 
the vagina, the woman living for thirty-nine 
hours afterwards, but uever thoroughly 
rallying. She expressed herself highly grati- 
fied with the relief of her central pains, but 
the skin remained clammy, the pulse ranged 
between 135 and 145 in the minute, small 
and weak, and there was a continual feeling 
of debility, mixed with that kind of compo- 
sure which is so often observed at the fatal 
close of puerperal fever. Though no liga- 
tures were applied, on!y six or cight ounces 
of blood were lost during the operation. 

‘The womb was as large as a goose’s egg, all 

rties were candidly informed of the great 
danger of the operation before it was under- 
taken, and the patient herself was anxious 
that it should be attempted, as she felt with- 
out other hope. From examination after 
death, it appears that the diseased mass was 
entirely removed, without any injury to the 
intestines, bladder, ureter or urethra. Mr. 

Green and Mr. Callaway very carefully in- 

spected the body, The bladder was fallen 


so that, according to her own report, fre- 
quent faintings were produced, and the 
blood occasionally sank through a bed about 
twice as thick as a sofa hion, collecting 
on the floor ; and day after day, for months 
together, with little intermission, one or two 
pints of blood were discharged. 

Although Mrs. M., in her general conver- 
sation, is by no means prone to hyperbole, it 
seems evident that she must have greatly 
overrated the quantity of these daily fiood- 
ings. Certain, however, itis, from her re- 
peated and considerate declarations, that 
very large quantities of blood were lost 
during a period of many months; and 
though, with the exception of some small 
edema of the legs, there were no signs of 
genera! dropsy, the puleness, coldness, and 
weakness, and the frequent attacks of faint- 
ness, or complete delirium, showed pretty 
clearly that much vascular inanition hed 
been produced, In other particulars, the 
patient’s condition was not altogether dis- 
couraging ; for the bowels were regular, and 
the appetite was occasionally good ; and the 
appearance, though cachectic, and perfeetly 
similar to that of other women perishing 
under malignant ulceration of the uterus, 
was not such as to indicate a constitution 
wholly unfit for surgical operation, 

The woman having been under the care of 
three or four different practitioners before [ 
saw her, I deemed it proper to examine im- 
mediately with great attention; when I 
found that the womb was moveable, and 
about as large as a goose’s egg—that its 
mouth was broa!, open, and of cartilaginous 
harduess—that it manifested the usual 
marks of malignant disorganisation, in which 
also about one-fourth of the contiguous 
vagina was involved ; and, further, that on 
the surface of the diseased mass was formed 
an ulcer, about as broad as a shilling. The 
adjacent structures appeared to be health 
enough, tlie bladder and rectum were sound, 
the inguinal glands. were not enlarged, 
whence it was presumed that the lumbars 
were perhaps healthy ; the ovaries could not 
be felt to exceed their ordinary bulk, and 
there evidentiy was no tangibie eolargement 
of the liver, spleen, kidneys, or omentum, 


juto the chasm formed by the removal of the 
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all of which were examined with the nicest 
care, The breathing was easy, the pulse 
various in its frequency, ranged between 
115 and 120 in the minute, and the patient, 
though certainly very much debilitated, had 
Sufficient remains of strength to walk to my 
house, (the distance of a furlong,) though 
not without conSiderable difficulty, ‘lo be 
short—it seemed clear at this time, that the 
case was ulcerated carcinome of the uterus, 
as it is called, and that extirpation was the 
only remaining remedy. 

The bowels having been cleared, and the 
patient being resolved to submit to the ope- 
ration, on the 19th of February, 1828, 1 de- 
termined to remove the diseased parts with- 
our further delay. For this purpose, having 
Placed the woman in the obstetric position 
usual in this country, (on the left side, | 
mean,) close upon the edge of the bed, with 
the loins posteriorly, the shoulders advanced, 
the knees and bosom mutually approxi- 
mated, and the abdomen directed a little 
downwards towards the bed, I began the 
Operation. 

First Stage of the Operation.—I com- 
menced by passing the index and second 
finger of the left hand, to the line of union 
between the indurated and healthy portions 
of the vagina; the finger being converted 
into a cutting instrument (varying with the 
exigencies of the operation) by means of a 
moveable knife, which requires a word or 
two of description. The blade of this knife, 
not unlike that of a dissecting scalpel, was 
mounted upon a long slender shank, which, 
including its large handie, was about eleven 
inches in length; and with this stem the 
blade was united, so that its flat, or plaue, 
formed with the stem an angle of fifteen or 
twenty degrees. The first and second fingers 
of the left hand then being in the vagina 
contiguous to the diseased mass, (as before 
observed,) by taking the stem-knife in my 
right hand, 1 could at pleasure lay the flat of 
the blade upon the front of these fingers, 
and urge the point of the instrument a little 
beyond the tip. The apex of the fore- 
finger being in this manner converted into a 
cutting point, by little aud little I gradually 
worked my way through the back of the 
vagina, toward the front of the rectum, so as 
to enter the recto-vaginal portion of the peri- 
toneal cavity, frequently withdrawing the 
stem-scalpel, so as to place the point within 
the tip of the finger, and then making examin. 


ation with great nicety, in order to ascertain | 


whether the vagina was completely perfo- 
rated, minute care being necessary in this 
part of the operation to avoid wounding the 
front of the intestine. 

Seconil Stuge of the Operation—A small 
aperture having been formed in this mauner, 
in the back of the vagina, through this 
opening the first joint of the fore-tinger was 
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passed, so as to enlarge it a little by dilata- 


tion ahd slight laceration (safer than inci- 
sion). This done, and a cutting edge being 
communicated to the finger, by placing the 
| plane of the blade in such a manuer that its 
jincisory edge lay slightly advanced beyond 
the side of the finger now lying in the aper- 
| ture, after drawing the point of the instru- 
}ment within the tip of the finger, which 
|operated as a guard, | proceeded to make 
an incision throug! the vagina transversely, 
that is, in a direction from hip to hip ; for 
this purpose carrying the finger, with its 
cutting edge, from the opening in the va- 
gina already made, to the root of the broad 
ligament on the left side, so as to make one 
| large aperture. 1 then took a second stem- 
| scalpel, formed on the same model as the 
| preceding, with this difference, that the in- 
,cisory edge lay on the other side of the 
| blade ; and laying this instrument on the 
forefinger as before—in such a manner, how- 
ever, that the cutting edge lay forth on the 
other side of the finger (to the right of the 
pelvis, | mean),—lI carried the finger, thus 
armed, from the middle of the vagina, where 
the former incision commenced, to the root 
of the broad ligament on the right side; so 
that, at the end of this, which was the 
second step of the operation, the diseased 
and healthy portions of the vagina behind 
became completely detached from each other 
by transverse incision, which stretched 
across the vagina, between the roots of the 
broad ligaments immediately below the dis- 
eased parts. At this time the intestines 
could be felt hanging about the tips of the 
fingers ; but the blade of the scalpel lying 
on the finger, in which it was, as it were, 
imbedded, the risk of a wound, whether by 
point or edge, was completely prevented. 
Third Stage of the Operation.—The back 
of the vagina, then, having been divided 
in this manner, | urged the whole of the left 
hand, not of large size, into the vaginal 
cavity, and the more easily, because the 
woman bad borne children, afterwards pass- 
ing the first and second fingers through the 
transverse opening along the back of the 
uterus, this viscus lying, as usual, near the 
brim of the pelvis, with its mouth back+ 
ward, its fundus forward, and a little ele- 
vated just above the symphysis pubis. This 
manceuvre premised, under full protection 
of these fingers, now lying between the 
womb and the intestine, taking a double 
hook, mounted on astem eleven inches long, 
1 passed it into the abdominal cavity, 
through the transverse aperture, along the 
surface of the fingers already mentioned, 
and laying it in front of them, near their 
tips, L converted these fingers into a sort of 
sentient tenaculum, which, with litde pain 
to the patient, I pushed into the back of 
the womb, near the fundus, and tien draw. 
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ing the womb downward and back 
towards the point of the os o . 
as | carried fingers upward and for- 
ward, | succeeded ultimately in placing 
the tips over the fundus, in the manner of 
a blunt hook ; after which, by a movement 
of retroversion, the womb was very spee- 
dily brought downwards and backwards 
inte the palm of the left hund, then lodg- 
ing in the vagina; when, at this part of 
the operation, the diseased mass might be 
seen distinctly enough, lying just within the 

genital fissure. 

Fourth Stage of the Operation.—The 
of removal being brought to this 
point, the diseased structure still in the 
of my hand, remained in connexion 
with the sides of the pelvis, by means of the 
fallopian tubes and broad ligaments, and 
with the bladder by means of the perito- 
neum, the front of the vagina, and interpos- 
ed cellular web, parts which were easily 
divided, so as to liberate the mass to be re- 
moved. The broad ligaments were cut 
through, close upon the sides of the uterus, 
and, in dividing the vagina, great care was 
taken to keep clear of the bladder and ute- 
tus. The professional friends who favoured 
me with their presence were Dr. Elliotson, 
Mr, Callaway, Mr. B. Cooper, Mr. Key, 
and Mr. Morgan. The operation was faci- 
litated by previous child-bearing, although, 
notwithstanding the discharges, there was 
little tendency to prolapsus uteri. Though 
the womb ha bled so freely before the ope- 
fation, owing to the weakness of the circu- 
lation and other causes, yet not more than 
four or five ounces of blood were effused 
during its progress, the greater part coming 
away when the diseased structure was de- 
tached from the bladder and vagina in front. 
The pain was not greater than that of an 
instrumental delivery, nor perhaps so great, 
nor did the patient require to be at all con- 
fined. The principal suffering was expe- 
rienced when the vagina was divided behind, 
and when it was dilated by the introduction 
of the hand. There was no decided col- 
lapse when the peritoneum was first laid 
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and the patient lying, as after large flood- 


ings, very quiet. When brought to greater 
perfection, the method of operation will pro- 
bably not occupy many minutes ; but in this 
instance, that it might be done more Ty 4 
it was performed very slowly, and, 

some deliveries by the forceps, it required 
more than an hour for its completion. It 
was not necessary, in this case, to vary the 
posture, the horizontal position being main- 
tained throughout. The first incision was 
made at four o’clock, and the extirpation 
was finished by a quarter past five, Two 
ounces of gin and water were given during 
the operation, and the same quantity after 
its termination, with sixty drops of the tinc- 
ture of opium. Previously to the operation 
the pulse was 190, tongue clean and rather 
white, and her manner composed ; op | 
its continuance, and when at the height 
agitation, it arose to 140 in the minute 
when she became faint, and approached 
nearly to a state of asphyxia, ‘T'wo hours 
subsequently to the operation she was ly- 
ing comfortably, as if asleep, the whole 
body was warm, the pulse 92 and distinct, 
and the manner and countenance en : 
ing. On the third day there was great agi- 
tation and vomiting, and the pulse 112, with- 
out any obvious cause, Considerable soli- 
citude was now entertained ting her, 
but, happily, every uncomfortable symptom 
disappeared when the bowels were freely 
relieved. Forten days there was a reddish- 
brown discharge, then for eight or nine 
days more it assumed a muco-purulent cha- 
tacter, the flow from the vagina ceasing, in 
great measure, on the al- 
together on the twenty-first day, 

pain was more or felt the 
first weeks after the removal of the uterus; 
on the left side, especially where the croral 
nerve is crossing the brim of the pelvis; 
under Poupart’s ligament. It is now five 
months since the parts were extirpated, and 
the patient is fat and well, and designs to 
return toher husband. The interception of 
the access to the ovaries is a complete seeu- 
rity against extra-uterine impregnation — 
The head of the vagina is closed by the 


open, the intestines approached the aper- 
ture, but did not protrude ; after the opera- 


tion the sides of the vagina collapsed, and | 


the aperture above seemed to be covered 


by a retroversion of the bladder. An indu- | 
rated portion of the left side of the vagina, | 


as large as the first joint of the little finger, 
was separately detached by the knife after 


the completion of the rest of the operation. | 


The pulse was distinct enough in the wrist 
during the greater part of the time; but 
when the diseased portions had been com- 
pletely removed, on the occurrence of the 


bladder which lies upon it. In future cases 
| it will, most probably, be necessary to vary 
the method of operating according te cir- 
cumstances, nor is the operation here given 
| proposed to the profession as the best. That 
|its principal parts should be rendered visi- 
| ble is much to be desired, nor do I conceive 
this to be impracticable, Let us remember 
| what has been done for lithotomy, amputa- 
tion, and the operation for aneurism,. 


THIRD CASE. 


emorrhage before mentioned, the beat of| Mrs. ——— etat. 40, of dark complexion, 
the radial artery was lost for about five | spate make, and the mother of several ehil- 


minutes, the respiration being very feeble, 


under scirrhosity end 


dren, was 
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QUININE.—ACETATE OF MORPHINE. 


thickening of the neck of the uterus, and 
about a quarter of the vagina above, with 
some ulceration, and feeling herself in a 
state of rapid decay, she was, ther with 
her friends, after the failure of other means, 
anxious that the operation should be tried. 
The vagina was lax and the uterus move- 
able. The dangers and the uncertainties 
inseparable from the removal of the uterus, 
in the present state of abdominal surgery, 
were candidly laid before all parties con- 
-ecerned, Mr.Green of St. Thomas’s Hos- 
pital, and Mr. Morgan of Guy’s Hospital, 
considering that the constitution was not 
unfavourable for an operation of this kind, 
the patient still persevering in her wish, 
the pores, consisting of the whole of the 
‘womb and the upper part of the vagina, were 
removed. When the sides of the vagina 
and the broad ligaments were cut through, 
the principal hemorrhage occurred, amount- 
ing, rhaps, to nine or ten ounces of venous 
bisod « when the uterus was drawn down, 
_the princi in and collapse were pro- 
duced. operation, the pulse be- 
came, for a few minutes, imperceptible at 
the wrist, afterwards gradually returning 
and ranging between 125 and 130 in the 
minute, with occasional, though not fre- 
quent, intermissions. Large doses of the 


tinct. opii were given, and the patient lay, 
for the most part, com 


posed, with occasional 
slumbers : now and then tendency to rest- 
lessness was observed, although a complete 
rally could not be obtained. From the time 
of the removal of the parts the patient 
went on sinking, and died at the end of about 
nine hours, with scarcely a struggle. An 
examination, instituted next day, by Mr. 
Green and Mr. Morgan, proved, that the 
intestines, bladder, and ureters remained 
uninjured. Some two or three ounces of 
clotted blood were found in the cavity of 
the pelvis, in a situation admitting of easy 
removal through the outlet. The womb was 
twice as large as in Mrs. Moulden’s case, 
‘and the vessels, as appeared from examina- 
tion of the womb itself, and of the parts 
within the pelvis, from which it had been 
separated, were of considerable size, espe- 
cially the veins. Death here seemed to be 
produced ‘partly by the loss of blood, but 
mainly by the k of the operation. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 
NEW METHOD OF OBTAINING THE sUI- 
PHATE OF QUININE. 

Tux following mode of preparing this 
valuable medicine, lately proposed by M. 
Cassola, seems to be, by far, less expensive and 
troublesome than the one usually 


‘Two pounds of powdered yellow bark are 


Sot 


boiled, for a quarter of an hour, in a pint of 
water, in which one ounce and a half of 
caustic potash has been dissolved ; the de- 
coction is filtered and e d, and water 
poured on the remainder as long as it is 
coloured by it. The residuum is now boiled 
for twenty minutes in twelve pints of water, 
to which an ounce of sulphuric acid has been 
added ; the decoction is filtered and washed 
as before, and the remainder boiled in the 
same quantity of water, with a drachth of 
sulphuric acid. The acidulated decoctions 
are now mixed, and powdered chalk added 
to them, in order to saturate the excess of 
acid, and to precipitate the colouring matter ; 
the fluid is filtered, and a sufficient quantity 
of subcarbonate of potash added to it ; the 
precipitate is collected, washed, and boiled, 
in six times its weight of alcohol at 40°; 
the decoction being filtered and evaporated 
to one-third, five times the quantity of water 
is added to the rest, and all the alcohol driven 
off by a gentle heat. The quinine is now 
saturated with a few drops of sulphuric acid, 
by the admixture of which the fluid becomes 
perfectly clear, and is filtered almost ina 
boiling state, after a small quantity of 
powdered chalk has been added. As soon 
as the fluid cools, the sulphate of quinine is 
deposited in white acicular crystals. — 
Gazette de Santé. 
POISONING BY THE ACETATE OF MORPHINE, 
In the sitting of the Académie Royale de 
Médecine, on the 12th of May, M. Orfila 
related the following case: A young Bra- 
zilian, who was studying medicine in Paris, 
having resolved to destroy himself, swallow- 
ed twenty-two grains of the acetate of mor- 
phine; after six or seven minutes he be- 
came i ible, and remained so without any 
medical assistance for nearly ten hours. 
MM. Orfila, Bichard, and Tascheron, who 
were sent for, found him in general convul- 
sions, and with trismus, so that it was im- 
possible to introduce any thing into his 
mouth ; the body was as cold as ice, the pu- 
pils slightly dilated, the pulse 125, and the 
respiration very laborious. He was bled to 
forty ounces, sinapisms were applied to the 
feet, and a strong ‘solution of tartar emetic 
thrown up in an enema. During the vene- 
section, a slight increase in the temperature 
of the skin was observed ; the clyster came 
away immediately after its a After 
a few hours, sensibility gradually returned, 
and the trismus so far subsided, as to admit 
of the introduction of some vinegar and 
strong coffee. Under the frequent use of 
these remedies, the patient rapidly re- 
covered, and in about five days was con- 
valescent. M. Orfila declared that he had 
never seen such a high degree of necrosis, 
and thought that the recovery from it was 
entirely owing to the free use of the lancet. 
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REMARKS ON THE LATE TRIAL 
BETWEEN 


The College of Physicians and Dr. Har- 
rison. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Str,—The protracted contest, raised by 
the Fellows of the College of Physicians, 
having at length terminated in their com- 
plete defeat, after two hearings in court, 
and at an expense to them for my texed 
costs alone of 78/. 12s., I am desirous, 
through the medium of your valuable Jour- 
nal, to communicate some particulars con- 
nected with that celebrated struggle. 

ist. I may premise, that the late trial re- 
cords the first failure, since the enactment 
of their present by-laws. It has established 
the important fact, that they are not onl 
illegal, but what is scarcely to be credited, 
that their validity can only be successfully 
opposed by the Fellows themselves, i.e., by 
the very men who framed them to secure an 
exclusive benefit, and now defend them for 
selfish and unworthy purposes, From per- 
sons of this description, no correction of 
abuses will voluntarily proceed. They have 
taken a false position, and, favoured by legal 
quibbles and fictions, can maintain it, in 
defiance of every opposition, before the or- 
dinary tribunals. 

What is done for the improvement or 
credit of the repudiated physicians, must be 
achieved by themselves. ‘This is really the 
fact, and I shall not attempt either to dis 
guise it, or to mislead the public. The Col- 

was originally olla, and is still ille- 
gaily held, by a dominant faction, to the 
exclusion of all others. Such has been the 
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society, Henry confided their execution 
generally to the doctors of medicine resi- 
dent within the city of London. In order 
to carry his intentions into effect, he esta- 
blished the College of Physicians, “ after 
the example of well regulated cities in 
Italy, and many other countries.” But the 
Colleges of Physicians abroad, it is noto- 
rious, were all composed of doctors in me- 
dicine, and no others; consequently, the 
College of London, instituted after their ex- 
ample, must have been similarly constituted. 
The original members of the London Col- 
lege, I therefore conclude, both from the 
language of the charter and the reason of the 
thing, consisted solely of doctors in physic 
of various universities; these were 

“ homines facultatis”’ of the charter, an ex- 
pression which has been so much misundere 
stood and misrepresented, These were the 
members, and the only members, of the 
London College. 

Henry entrusted the execution of the 
charter, in the first instance, to six gra- 
duates of Italian universities. Not one of 
them had either studied, or been entered, 
of either Oxford or Cambridge ; from which 
it is evident that these universities were 
never intended by the royal founder to en- 
joy superior privileges. Such was the origi- 
nak constitution of the College, and eo it 
remained, in fact, equally open to all physi- 
cians, until a faction narrowed the in 

ration to promote their own views. 
disgraceful occurrence, which diverted the 
College from its original purpose, took 
place, as already observed, about the middle 
of last century. From that period to the 
present time, the College has been involved 
in unceasing litigation, or turmoil, and its 
agitations will continue undiminished, so 
long as the rejected members are deprived 
of their constitutional rights. How long 
relief may be deferred, I know not. Come 


relative state of parties, from about the year 
1752 to the present moment, and they will, 
I am persuaded, remain as they now are, 
until the injured persons can be induced to 
unite their energies, and collectively pro- 
secute their claims before Parliament ; then 
they will be triumphant. As the sacred 
eause affects more or less every physician 
in the British dominions, nothing more 


it certainly will, sooner or later, and this 
| act of terdy justice would be accelerated, if 
| the injured could be induced to forego their 
| petty jealousies, and exert their combined 
energies to obtain substantial redress. Such 
a course would be manly and honourable ; 
but so long as the influential licentiates wi 

condescend to cringe and flatter the most 


seems to be required, than a good beginning | insignificant fellows, to gain a seat in the 


and a respectable association. 


conclave, they are unworthy of the freedom 


2dly. Whoever will give himself the trou- | to which they 


ble to look carefully into the charter of 
Henry VIII. will find, that it provides, 
1st, for the extinction of quacks; 2d, for 
the searching of drug shops ; Sd, the licens- 
ing of surgeons, apothecaries, and men- 
midwives, or of all persons who, from not 
having been examined, and admitted to 
practise by some university, require to have 
their fitness approved in another way. These 
being trusts of great moment and interest to 


S3dly. It has been objected to the defence, 
that it was sufficiently at variance with the 
style and manner of the letters, to disap- 
point the just expectations of the profes- 
sion. That.the pleadings were not in strict 
| accordance with the correspondence, I ad- 
mit; but, in making this concession, | may 
be alowed to add, that circumstances, over 
which | could exercise no control, and for 
which I am, therefore, not answerable, 
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obliged me to deviate into a tortuous track, 
after | had, as 1 believed, only to follow a 
straight path. During this fatiguing jour- 
ney, 1 was left to pursue my route alone, 
neither meeting with a solitary companion 
to lessen my toil, nor any one to offer me 
the smallest accommodation. Of this inat- 
tention I never complained ; but I may be 
now permitted to observe, in P| own justi- 
fication, that if, in traversing a hitherto un- 
explored region, 1 bad the misfortune to 
lose my way, I am the only sufferer, and 
deny the right of any human being to call 
me to account, even if he ehould be able to 
show that there has been some unintentional 
mismanagement of the adventure. Several 
gentlemen came forward during the contest 
toenlighten the public with their profound 
lucubrations on College affairs. As they 
were not, however, intended for my instruc- 
tion or assistance, but to display their own 
learning and private wishes, I acknowledge 
no obligations to the writers. Some of these 
advocates, thinking only of themselves, said, 
in very coarse terms, that 1 ought volunta- 
rily to have given up the verdict, for the 
purpose of arguing the (unimportant) points 
reserved by Lord Tenterden. 

The accusations of those who censure me, 
are founded on my not persisting in a course 
ascertained to be impracticable. I have 
already remarked, that unexpected obsta- 
cles, » Ain us to substitute a mode of de- 
fence which neither I nor my professional 
adviser originally contemplated. Under 
such circumstances, we of course took ad. 
vantage of opportunities in our favour as 
they arose, No fair or reasonable man 
would expect us to neglect any prudent and 
just measure to obtain a verdict. Sane per- 
sons, I might add, do not go into courts of 
law for the purpose of being defeated. As 
the main questions which | originally con- 
sidered at issue, would not be suffered to be 
argued either in this or a new trial, it be- 
came necessary to substftute other modes of 
pesoosdiog. and in these we were success- 

ul. Should it be asserted that no good 
will spring out of the trial, I do not hesitate, 
in the most unqualified manner, to deny the 
inference. The College claims being all 
founded on the charter of Henry VII1., and 
the constitution of that charter being now 
in a clear and incontrovertible light, 
physicians will in future not be liable to be 
deceived, respecting the true foundation of 
their rights to practise physic in London, 
and to be admitted members of that corpo- 
ration ; and the information thus acquired, 
cannot fail soon to produce immense benetit 
to the public, and important end useful 
changes in the medical profession. Hence- 
forward no ove will, as a matter of course, 
gequiesce in the extravagant and injurious 
pretensions of the College, here denomi- 
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nated to be both assumed and illegal. No 
doctor will, in futare, become a licentiate 
of that body, but in compliance with the 
necessity imposed upon him, if he either is, 
or intends to be, a candidate for the office 
of physician to any hospital, dispensory, or 
other public institution, of which the by- 
laws unjustly and injuriously require that 
their physicians should be fellows, candi- 
dates, or licentiates of the London College. 
In confirmation of this I may remark, that 
since the commencement of my contest with 
the College, they have been joined by fewer 
licentiates than formerly. Last year (from 
October 18%7, to October . 1828,) they 
amounted only to eleven; this year they 
will probably be still less numerous; and 
but for the necessity imposed by the by-laws 


jalluded to, it is my firm conviction there 


would be none, 

Were the authors of these c 
aware of all the difficulties under which [ 
laboured, they would be little inclined either 
to blame my zeal or want of resolution. On 
my removal to the metropolis, about ten 
years since, I was called several times into 
consultation with the late Dr. Baillie, as [ 
had often been during my abode in Lincoln- 
shire. Ile urged me, at every opportunity, 
to become a licentiate, adding, that as | was 
now resident in London, unless | complied 
with the request, he could not, consistently 
with his obligations to the College, meet 
me as a physician. , 

With a view to fix my wavering determi- 
nation, and arrive at a satisfactory conclu- 
sion, | stated my difficulties to a gentleman 
of great legal experience and eminence ; he 
soon removed them, by informing me, among 
other consolatory circumstances, that the 
Fellows could only sue by their modern name 
of * President and Fellows of the Royal 
College of Physicians.”” ‘That after having 
so long abandoned their proper title of 
*¢ President and College, or Commonalty of 
the King’s Colfege of Physicians in the 
City of London,” they could only recover it 
after proving their connexion with the sta- 
tute 14 and 15 of Henry VIII. Moreover, 
that the reasonableness of every by-law, 
involving my interests as a physician, must 
be satisfactorily proved in court, before 
they could enforce penalties under it, En- 
couraged by a legal opinion, in strict accord- 
ance with the result of all former inquiries, 
I resolved either to evter the College, ac- 
cording to the obvious interpretation of the 
charter, and the only legal mode of admit- 
ting members, or to practise as an indepen- 
dent physician, regardless of the conse- 
quences. 1 came the more readily to this 
conclusion, because | felt confident, from 
the great respectability of the gentleman 
applied to, that a contention with the Col- 
lege would oblige the Fellows to expunge 
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some of their by-laws, and, probably, to re- 
store the charter, in all its purity, beet 
well-educated physician. 

Relying upon this opinion, and without 

ill humour towards the Fellows, I for- 
warded my letters to Dr. Chambers and the 
Censors.* They were all written under a 
confident assurance, that the College would 
be obliged to establish, by argument, their 
legal existence, the reasonableness of their 
by-laws, and several other difficult matters, 
before they could claim mulcts for practice. 
This conviction will, | trust, sufficiently jus- 
tify the bold language in which my letters | 
were endited. In this dubious situation | 
matters remained some time, and when I | 
supposed the business finally concluded I. 
received official notice that the action had 
commenced ; in a short time afterwards the 
fellows proceeded to “‘ declare,” or set forth, 
the objects of their suit. 

Upon receiving the latter notification, | 
called a meeting of my junior counsel and 
solicitors; it was at this consultation, and 
not sooner, that | was made acquainted with 
my actual situation. I then learned, for the 
first time, the difficulties of my position, 
and that the College would not be called 
upon to defend their by-laws, and what was 
more mortifying still, that the judges would 
not suffer me to dispute their validity in a 
ee action. Mr. Campbell confirmed 

is doctrine at our last interview, only three 
days before the cause was decided. Upon 
receiving this information I offered to sur- 
render the verdict, if I should be suffered, 
on a second trial, or even in the House of 
Lords, to impugn the by-laws. Having re- 
ceived the assurance of both my counsel that 
I should gain nothing in a new trial, nor 
any y ® removal into the House of 

, I left them to pursue their own 
course, and use their own discretion, in ma- 
maging the suit. Had I suspected Miss 
Orton's dissimulation and treachery before 
the cause came into court, I should have 
beep prepared to controvert her insidious 
machinations, and defeat the College on the 
merits of my case. 

Daring the long time that Miss Orton 
sonsined under my professional directions 


I possessed her entire confidence, as I am 
fae omeey to show by her own letters; nor 

ad she ever given me reason to doubt her 
high sense of honour, or strict adherence to 
the truth. She then resided in a very re- 
spectable family, where she had neither 
temptation nor example to encourage a dif- 
ferent course. Why she left it abruptly to 
live secluded with a young medical bachelor 
forms no part of my presentinquiry. After 
she had determined on removing, though 
the place of selection was carefully con- 


* See former Numbers of Lancer. 


cealed, | became justly alarmed, well know+ 
ing the dangerous connexions she had forme 
ed. I therefore interrogated her strictly 
concerning the part she intended to act in 
my trial. She replied, that no prescriptions 
hers should ever be turned against me. 
The following morning she repeated the 
same assurances, adding, with emotion and 
apparent sincerity, that 1, who knew her 
so well, should be the last to suspect her 
veracity. Having strong reasons for think- 
ing that she was under the management of 
needy and designing characters, I prevailed 
upon @ mutual acquaintance to call, and as- 
certain, if possible, the temper of her mind, 
and her unreserved sentiments, with re+ 
spect to me and the approaching trial. Her 
expressions, on this occasion also, being 
equally explicit and satisfactory, 1 unfor- 
tunately no longer doubted her veracity and 
good faith. To have hesitated, after such 
repeated assurances, to give full credit to 
the declarations of a lady who had never 
deceived me, would, I think, have shown 
both unbecoming scepticism and unjusti+ 
fiable distrust. With this impression strong+ 
ly fixed in my mind, and which was, more- 
over, strengthened by a correspondence with 
her brother, Miss Orton removed to her new 
lodgings, and I have never seen her since. ° 
1 had remained some time in this d 
state of security, both as to Miss Orton 
the trial, when, to my great surprise, the 
cause was unexpectedly taken, by some se- 
eret agency, out of its proper order, and set 
down for hearing on the following Thurs- 
day ; the lawyers, on both sides, declaring 
their entire ignorance of the new arrange- 
ments, and of the hidden influence which 
roduced it. Fortunately, the brief bad 
en already prepared, with great care and 
ability, by my solicitors ; to it I afterwards 
subjoined not fewer than nine distinct pro- 
positions, My object in setting them down 
for argument was, to oblige the Fellows to 
defend the reasonableness of their by-laws, 
and the legality of their proceedings. The 
propositions were illustrated and supported 
with such reasons and deductions as oceur- 
red tome at the exigence of the moment, 
Could the judge have been prevailed upon 
to suffer their discussion, I really believe 
that the College would have lost both its 
authority and its charter. However I may 
lament this determination, as the points 
themselves could not be argued, we were 
obliged to submit. That due pains werd 
taken, on the part of my solicitors, to bring 
the case properly into court, will, 1 think, 
be admitted, whenT add, that the brief alone 
filled thirty common sized folios, written in 
the usval manner. My own observations 
occupied eleven similar pages. 
Such being the mode adopted in this strug 
gle toobtain a full hearing of our grievanees, 
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confidently assert, that every care was 

» On my part, to conduct the affair 
with proper circ ion, and with a view 
to its thorough investigation. 

At length the day of trial arrived, and it 
was scarcely opened before I discovered 
that, so far from my propositions being de- 
liberately argued, not one of them would be 
suffered to occupy the court for a single 
minute. It was, on our side, a Parthian con- 
test from the first to the last, in which we 
could not make a single halt, but were suc- 
eessively driven from post to post. After 
the last had been carried, and no place of 
refuge could be found, the combat was sus- 

ed. A long pause ensued, which was 
by acall for Miss Orton. The 
name no sooner vibrated on my ears, than 
I became fully alive to her duplicity and 
hypocrisy, but the knowledge came too late 
to admit of my attempting to rebut her evi- 
dence on the present occasion. Had I been 
defeated, anew trial would have enabled me 
to bring up fresh forces, and recover the 
victory. Happily the verdict renders it un- 
necessary for me to enter further into the 
contest, and I feel no desire to retaliate 
upon an unprotected female, who once pos- 
my esteem, and has, I believe, for- 
feited it more through the artifices of others 
than her own inclination. No sooner did 
Miss Orton’s well disciplined servant, Em- 
ma Edwards, stand up ir the witness box, 
than Mr. Campbell, «) me on the 
shoulder, said, Is thi. a case?” I 
answered, ‘‘ Yes,” Not anotner word was 
exchanged between us during the remainder 
of the trial. The girl had a bundle of pre- 
scriptions put into her hand ; Gy were tied 
ther at one end, leaving them loose, 
and waving below. This ingenious con- 
trivance produced an imposing display, and 
gave the appearance of a much greater col- 
ection of prescriptions than she really pos- 
sessed. They were written for three diffe- 
rent females. 


ist. Several of them were for the witness 
herself, who was forced, on cross-examina- 
tion, to admit, that I received no pecuniary 
remuneration from her. On this being con- 
ceded, the Judge ruled, that her case did 
not come within the meaning of the statute, 
or subject me to penalties for acting as a 
physician, the very essence of which con- 
sists in accepting fees. 

@dly. Mrs. Parser, a , infirm, and 
bed-ridden widow, afforded another exam- 
ple of practice, brought against me in this 
memorable trial ; she laboured under a com- 
plication of maladies, eggravated by her 
contracted means; her prescriptions in- 
creased the bundle held in the hand of Emma 
Edwards, but it must have been known both 
to her and the plaintiffs that they were irre- 


| event, as they added nothing to my emolu- 
ment. 


3dly. The plaintiffs had hunted out an- 
other instance of practice ; the object of it 
was actually subpoenaed, and brought into 
court, though they did not venture to place 
him in the witness-box, having discovered 
that his evidence would prejudice their 
cause. This youth, an under-waiter in Mr, 
Marshall Thompson's Hotel, applied for my 
gratuitous advice; he afterwards became 
the — of two junior Fellows, These 
gentlemen having induced the boy to give 
up my prescriptions, lodged them, as I am 
told, in the archives of their College, to be 
in readiness toappear in due time against me. 

4thly. Although I do not intend, at = 
sent, to scrutinise the conduct of Miss 
Orton, or the extraordinary evidence of her 
female servant, it was in my power to have 
completely destroyed the force of their 
united testimony, had it been suspected that 
this deceitful woman, and her well-tutored 
attendant, were to appear against me. , 

The Fellows, | am informed, com 
bitterly of the heavy cost of the trial, How 
all their money was expended, does not ap~ 
pear. In the absence of direct proofs, we 
may be suffered to conjecture, that if Miss 
Orton was really endowed with greater for- 
titude than Danae, some of her partisans 
might not be equally insensible to the magic 
influence of a ** golden shower.” ; 

These were some of the mean arts to 
which my learned opponents did not hesi« 
tate to stoop, in order to obtain the verdict. 
After this explanation, it would, I think, be 
more than superfluous to produce fresh 
proofs of the quo animo by which the 
governing members of the most ancient 
medical institution of the United Kingdom 
contrive to bolster up their affairs, and mis- 
lead the public. I have already said, that 
Mr. Campbell formed his successful appeal 
to the jury, ont of the expressive mono-« 
syllable “‘ yes.” He contended, 1st, That 
the spinal disorder under which Miss Orton 
suffered belongs to the surgical department, 
and that practitioners are not required, in the 
treatment of such maladies, to connect 
themselves with the College of Physicians, 
2dly, That before the Fellows could establish 
my liability to penalties under the statute, 
they must prove continuous practice for one 
whole month. 

Mr. Campbell's eloquent address led to a 
verdict in my favour. It was certainly nei. 
ther so complete nor so satisfactory as I origi- 
nally expected. But as we were not suffered 
to grapple with the by-laws, it was perha) 
the best that could be obtained, under t 
unexpected difficulties of our novel position, 
The conclusions arising out of the above 
premises are, 


ist. That the “ College or Commonalty 


of the Faculty of Physic,” erroncously de- 

nominated the ‘* Royal College of Physi- 

cians,” was established for the equa! benefit 

of all doctors of physic residing within its 
daries. 

2diy. That its members were indiscrimi- 
nately taken from British and Foreign uni- 
versities until the middle of last century, 
when a dominant party narrowed the ad- 
missions to graduates of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge. 

Sdiy. That since this illegal derivation 
and application of the honours and revenues 
of the College, it has been sensibly de- 
clining in usefulness, in respectability, and 
in power. 

4thly, That, in the trial of Drs. Archer 
and Fothergill, also of Drs. Stanger and Cook 
with the College, the contest was with li- 
centiates, or persons, who, having volun- 
tarily engaged to obey the by-laws, could not 

s get disengaged from them. 

5thly. That, in the trial with Dr. Harri- 
son, as the College sued only for penalties 
stated in the charter, the wholesomeness of 
the by-laws could not be brought under re- 
view, otherwise the defendant was prepared 
to show tbeir illegality, their oppression, and 
their mischievous effects upon medical 
science and the faculty. 

6thly. That the clause under which Dr. 
Harrison was prosecuted was not applicable 
to him, because it refers only to those medi 
cal men, who having procured no degree o1 
authority to exercise medicine from an uni- 
versity, are therefore required in the charter 
to be examined and licensed to practise by 
the College of Physicians. 

Will the Fellows condescend to inform the 
public, why this delegated power was ap- 
plied to Dr. Harrison, a regular graduate, 
an homo facultatis, instead of being en- 
forced against the persons for whom it was 
really enacted’? The Fellows are requested, 
while giving their explanation, to bear in 
mind Lord Tenterden'’s recommendation to 
the jury in this particular trial: ‘‘ It is our 
duty here to administer the law, and if the 
law be wrong,” it is the Legislature which 
must correct it, and not youor I.” 

7thly. That it follows, as a consequence 
of the preceding trials, that neither the licen- 
tiates, nor the independent physicians, can 
obtain redress in the courts of law, merely 


because they are not members of the corpo- 
ration, and that relief, when it is obtained, | 
must be procured through the interference | 
of parliament. | 

Though I have already drawn largely | 
upon the reader's patie: ce, [ am desirous to 
add to the above, the cogent obse: vations of 
two other chief justices. 


* The law is not wrong, the fault is in its 


administration. 


DR. HARRISON'S CASE. 


In 1768, the Fellows were cantioned by 
Lord Mansfield ‘‘ against narrowing their 
grounds of admission so much, that if even 
a Boerhaave should be resident bere, he 
could not be admitted into the fellowship.” 
Again: ‘1 should recommend it to the 
College to take the best advice in reviewing 
their statutes, and to attend to the design 
and intention of the crown and parliament 
in their institution. I see a source of great 
dispute and litigation in them, as they now 
stand ; there has not, as it should seem, 
been due consideration had of their charter, 
or legal advice taken io forming them. I 
think that every person of proper education, 
reqmsite learning aud skill, and posse 
of all other due qualifications, is entitled to 
have a license ; and I think that he ought, if 
he desires it, to be admitted into the Col- 
lege.”” And again: ‘* They are bound to 
admit every person whom, upon examina- 
tion, they think to be fit to be admitted 
within the description of the charter and act 
of parliament which confirms it. The per- 
son who comes within that description haa 
a right to be admitted into the fellowship.” 

In 1797, Lord Kenyon says—** By what 
fatality it is that almost ever since this 
charter has been granted, th's learned body 
has somehow or other lived in a course of 
litigation, I know not; one is rather sur- 
prised, when one considers, that the several 
members of this body, inciuding the licen- 
tiates, the commonalty of this corporation, 
are very learned men, and inasmuch as it 
is not generally the fruits of learning, at 
least not the best fruits of learning, to get 
into litigation, one cannot well tell, how 
these learned gentlemen have fallen into so 
much litigation.” 

With these remarks and quotations, which 
might have been considerably extended, [ 
take leave of the College. I can with truth 
declare at parting, that I do not entertain 
the slightest feeling of hostility or prejudice 
towards any of the Fellows, notwithstanding 
the altered behaviour of some of them to- 
wards me since the late decision in West- 
minster Hall. If they could be induced to 
listen to any advice of mine, I would entreat 
them, in the spirit of peace, to follow the 
recommendations of Lord Mansfield, and re- 
store the charter of Henry, their only source 
of power, to its original purity. By com- 
plying with his salutary admonitions, they 
will exalt the reputation of their College, 
promote their own respectability, and restore 
harmony to a distracted profession. 


I am, Sir, Xc., 


Epwarp Harrison. 


Holles Street, Cavendish Square, 
June 12, 1829, 
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: ~ : é ments can be obtained by a student who had 
So eee om crossed the threshold of the lecture 

: room or hospital door in bis life. Consti- 

To the Editor of Tax Lancer. ‘tuted as the College is, Sir, how can we 
Srn,—It is with great satisfaction I per- | expect better things? ‘lake, for instance, 
ceive, among the friends of medical and sur- | the manner in which vacancies are filled in 
gical reform, a determination to have an- | the Council; and let me ask, whether that 


other meeting in the autumn. May l be per- 'member who has most influence with his 
mitted, as an humble but zealous member) 
of the profession, to suggest, through the 
medium of your useful Journal, that the, 
business of that meeting should be well and 
duly considered previous to its taking place. | 
let us not assemble in wild array, as mere | 
declaimers upon the existing order of things, 
but rather let us strike at its very founda- 


colleagues will not take care to introduce 
his immediate friend or relation, without 
any regard to his talent or qualifications 
as a professional legislator. Really it will 
scarcely excite surprise, if at no very dis- 
tant day the Council is found to consist of 
asnug family party, with that great levia- 
than, the Serjeant-Surgeon to the King, at 
the head of it. We read, in Holy Writ, 


tion, by a plain, unvarnished statement of 


facts, that the Legislature and the public that when the people offered sacrifices in 
may have a fair opportunity of judginy whe-| the courts of the Temple, the sons of Eli 
ther the grievances complained of by the| claimed first choice of the nicest roasting 


great 
8 


of the profession are real or ima- | pieces for themselves, and the people were 
ginary. it not a truth, undeniable and | tools enough not to resist their demand: it 
deeply to be deplored, that the College of was a guod place, in those days, to be one 
Surgeons of this enlightened country is/ of the sons of the prophets, : 
governed by a set of meu who, take them as} 1 have only to add my sincere wish, that 
a body, are notoriously behind nine-tenths| you may persevere ** through evil report 
of their professional brethren in general in-| and good report,” in the great cause which 
tellectual acquirements? ‘This is the march | you have so ably advocated, and you will 
of medical intellect with a vengeance! Sir,| ultimately achieve that for which you will 
if we were to proceed with an analysis of ul] | have the gratification of receiving the thauks 
the acts which have emanated from this im-| aad blessings of every honest maa in the 
becile body, it would, indeed, be an endless | kingdom. 


task; but, I would ask, what has been the 
conduct of the Members of the Council re- 
garding the late Anatomy Bill? Were they 
not the last to petition for any legislative 
enactment? And when the biil was intro- 
duced into Parliament, why did they pray! 
to be heard by counsel against some of the 
clauses? Was it that they might suggest 
some alterations which would afford greater 
facilities in the prosecution of anatomical 
study? Was it to advise the repeal of that 
part of the criminal code which would tend 
to remove the prejudices of the people | 
against human dissection? Was it, in fact, | 
founded upon any one principle of science | 
or humanity? Certainly not, for the only | 
new feature, after all the delay given to the 
bill by their interference, was, that they (the 
Council of the College of Surgeons) should) 
have the privilege of granting licenses to 
the teachers of anatomy! proving, at once, 
that their sole objects were profit and mo- 
nopoly. 


And yet we have heard it said, | quired; 


1 remain, Sir, your very obedient, 
Axcus, 
June 14th. 


ERGOT OF RYE. 


To the Editor of ‘(ue Lancer. 


Sie,—lIlaving read many cases, in the 
pages of your valuable Journal, of the effi- 
cacy of the ergot of rye, in protracted la- 
bour, you will probably not deem the follow- 
ing remarks unworthy of insertion. Within 
the last seven months | have administered 
the ergot of rye in thizty-six successive 
cases, aud do not hesitate to affirm, that it 
may be given in any stage of labour with 
the greatest safety und the most beneficial 
result tothe patient. 1a a case of prolapsus 
uteri, I administered two half drachm doses 
of the powder, which speedily produced 


contraction, no manual assistance being re- 


1 have further to remark, that in 


that the clouds of darkness are being dis- | no case have I observed that it has caused 
persed, and that a better order of things is| the suppression of the lochial discharge. in 
opening to our view. Do we'not, say they, | five cases of uterine hemorrhage, not de- 
require (in addition to our former regula-| pending upon pregnancy, it has had the 
ions) testimonials of attendance on lectures effect of stopping the discharge without ad- 
in medicine, chemistry, midwifery, &c. Xc.,| ministering auy other remedy. . 

as if these things were to be cons:dered| 1 remain, Sir, 

satisfactory tests of professional acquire-| Your obedient servaut, 

ment, not thinking (poor souls!) that m the Brighouse, near Hali 
certificute trade” these precious June 9th. 


G.W. 
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VEGETABLE DIET. 


Tue following case is reported by Mr. 
Monday, in the Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal for the present month, as having oc- 
eurred to him in a patient who had pursued 
vegetable diet with great for 
seven ing years. Garden vegetables 
pated, fruits, bread, biscuit, and distilled 
water, composed the food. The patient was 
aged nineteen, spare, and disposed to scro- 
fuia; dry skin, narrow chest, and acute 
faculties. Dr. Lambe’s work on the Benefit 
of Vegetable Diet, had persuaded him to his 

tt mode of living. Mr. Monday first 
saw him Jan. 7, 1829. 

He had, some years before, been the sub- 
ject of an inflammatory affection of the 
chest, with hooping-cough, which cough 
was obstinate ; and, when very young, had 
also an inflammatory affection of the bowels. 
In other respects he enjoyed tolerable health 
till within these last twelve months, wheh 
he began to complain of pain and weakness 


VEGETABLE DIET—HYDROTHORAX. 


the head and neck, and mercurials, with ca- 
thartics, were given, but, after a partial re- 
action, he sank on the fourth day. 
Examination six hours after Death. 
The membranes of the brain appeared 
perfectly healthy; there was no preter+ 
natural vascularity or fulness of the vessels 
|of the pia mater. The cerebrum was rather 
| more dense or firm than usual, and the me- 
|dullary part was particularly white; the 
ventricles contained about two ounces of 
serum. The cerebellum was very soft, pul- 
taceous, readily breaking down under the 
slightest pressure. There was no serum in 
the spinal canal; the medulla was firm, simi- 
lar to the cerebrum ; it did not fill up the 
| canal, but it appeared as if contracted upon 


itself. 

Chest.—The left lung was gorged with 
blood ; the right adhered to the ribs by old 
adhesions ; it was full of tubercles, and just 
opposite to the seat of pain there was a tus 
| bercular abscess, about be size of a walnut, 


in the back, and occasional pain in the right On opening the abdomen, the omentum was 
side; and it was remarked that he was_ full of small tubercles,and it adhered firmly 
irritable in his disposition, from slight | to the fundus of the bladder. The perito- 
causes, and fond of solitude. His hearing | neum presented all over the like studded, 
was rather dull. At this time there existed | tuberculated appearance ; and where it pass« 
pain in the right side of the chest; short ed over the liver and muscles opposite to it, 
harassing cough ; expectoration of a small it looked as if covered with grains of rice, 
quantity of mucus; a redness of the eyes, | The external coat of the stomach was very 


néstrils,; &c.; dryness extending down the | vascular and thickened, and the whole of 
lower part of the throat and bronchii;|the mucous coat was covered with small 


tongue slightly buffed, with a redness in the 
centre ; no appetite, and but small quanti- 
ties of food taken; tenderness of the epi- 
gastrium, and pain darting from the stomach 
through to the beck; pain about the right 
hypochondrium ; griping pains in the bowels, 
with flatulent distention ; motions dark and 
unnatural; no pain expressed on pressure 
over the abdomen ; urine depositing a quan- 
tity of stringy mucus; pulse small, beating 
fifty times in a minute ; had a chilliness over 
him during the day, and at night copious 
perspirations. This inflammatory state of 


the mucous tissues was relieved by local | 


bleeding, by means of leeches, which was 
followed by considerable exhaustion ; mix- 
teres of castor oil, and also infusion of roses, 
with sulphate of magnesia, and a calomel 
pillat night; squill and spermaceti mixture 
for cough, and afterwards balsam of copaiba. 
Oa the 18th of February a feverish state 
occurred, with an erythematous rash, similar 
to measles, extending generally and gradu- 
ally over the body; this disappeared after 
three days. He then complained of confu- 
sion of the head, but had no headach; a 


bloody points, disposed in lines. The small 
intestines and the mesentery were covered 
with larger granulated bodies. The external 
coat of the duodenum was very thin, and 
easily torn; the mucous coat appeared abe 
sorbed, but leaving puckered ridges re« 
maining. ‘The small intestines showed great 
vascularity, aud they contained a black 
glary fluid. The coats of the large intes- 
tines and of the bladder were much thick- 
ened. 

This case appeared to t, as far as 
cause and effect could indicate, morbid 
alteration of structure in the cerebellum, 
| from derangement of the functions of the 
| stomach, although that derangement (or, at 
| least, that extent of derangement) was not 
characterised by any very marked symptoms 
in the head, as there only existed a dullness 
of hearing and mental irritability. 


¥DROTHORAX. 
Tue following case supplies a satisfactory 
explanation of one of the causes of sudden 
death ensuing to hydrothorax, after the signs 


slight comatose state succeeded, with diffi-| proper to that form of dropsy were no longer 
culty of articulation, and, partially, of! perceptible, and when the case seemed to 
swallowing; after two days he was com-| have put on the character of decided conva- 
pletely comatose. Blisters were applied to | lescence. 
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were greatly reduced, and in about six weeks 
the respiration became easy and strong, and 
indications of general amendment ed to 
remove all cause of apprehension. In an- 
other week the patient was up and dressed, 
his countenance expressive of great ease 
and comfort, his remarks full of confidence. 
Two hours after these observations were 
made, the physician was called in haste, 
on information that he had been seized 
with a fit. In afew minutes he was with- 
out a sign of life. A doubt arose whether 
the cause was lesion in the brain, or sudden 
extinction of the heart’s action, from con- 
centrated d of the pericardium. On 
dissection, a few hours after death, there 
was nothing remarkable in the head, until 
cutting away the medullary substance cau- 
tiously down to the lateral ventricles, when 
these were found very much enlarged, as if 
recently greatly distended, but they were at 
this time quite empty. On prosecuting the 
dissection below the level of the tentorium, 
the fourth ventricle, the head of the medulla 
spinalis, and whole base of the brain, were 
inundated by water, which, when the head 
was depressed, flowed out to the amount of 
five or six ounces. The fluid appeared to 
have accumulated in the lateral ventricles 
during an uncertain time, without serious 
consequences, and at last, by forcing the 
valvular defence, and the pulpy closure of 
the passage leading to the fourth ventricle, 
had dropped suddenly upon that cavity, rup- 
tared it at its thin and inferior surface, and 
effused itself on the medulla oblongata, and 
into the spinal canal. Pressure there seems 
to have caused the catastrophe. There was 
very little effusion elsewhere, and no ob- 
= morbid state of the heart or great ves- 
sels. 

‘The circumstances lead to the conclusion, 
that the delicate ventricular tissues of the 
brain; and especially of the greater or late- 
ral ventricles, are equally liable with other 
parts of the body, to dropsical effusion, may 
retain it harmlessly for a long time and sub- 
sequent to removal of general hydropic effu- 
sion, be effected by quantity, weight, or 
shock, inundate the base of the brain, and 
Ne ‘asion instant death.— Amer ican Jour, 

0.6, 


RESPIRATION PERFORMED BY ONE LUNG. 


Art the post-mortem examination of a lad, 
twelve years of gge, at Philadelphia, in 
March, whose death was cccnsionel by te- 
tanus, from a very trifling cause, the left 
lung was found to be compressed into a solid 
mass, about the size of the fist, but no 


otherwise changed in structure, The cavity 
which it left was filled with ¢ellular tissue, 
apparently uced by lymph, which had 
been effi in some attack of pleuritis a 
long time previous, and had become orga 
nised, compressing the lung. The right 
lung was very large, in a perfectly natural 
state, and adequate to all the purposes of 
life. The boy had not been sensible of any 
0. 6. 


MICROSCOPIC ULCERS ON THE CORNEA. 


Tuese minute ulcers of the eye have not 
been noticed by more than one or two 
writers. The following case has been lately 
reported by Dr. Hays, of the Pennsylvania 
Eye Infirmary :—E. D., wetat. 30, applied for 
relief, with slight inflammation of the con- 
junctiva of one eye, and an indistinctness of 
vision, for which there was no visible cause. 
By the loss of a little blood, purging, and 
low diet, the inflammation abated in a few 
days, but the indistinctness of vision in- 
creased. At this period the cornea, though 
transparent, did not present a perfectly na- 
tural appesrance, and on carefully examin. 
ing it in certain positions, a very minute, 
irregular depression was observed by the 
irregular reflection of the light, On examine 
ation with a microscope, at least fifty uleers 
were seen on the cornea, all so minute that 
they could not be perceived separately by 
the naked eye; the one at first seen was 
evidently formed by the union of three or 
four. These ulcers remained for several 
weeks, but ultimately entirely healed. At 
no period was there any effused lymph, or 
red vessels, to be seen on the corneal con- 
junctiva. 


PRESERVATION OF LEECHES IN WINTER. 


Tue following singular = is adopted 


among the Siberian tribes of Russia for pre- 
serving leeches during the winter season. 
If the statement in which the account is 
given (Graefe’s Jexrnal) be correct, and 
the authority is high, the mode appears, as 
far as practicable, to be worthy of imitation, 
as so much complaint is made of the diffi- 
culty it is intended to obviate. In October, 
a pit is dug, in marl or clay, in the open air, 
and the 7. and bottom are made perfect! 
hard and smooth ; it is then filled with fresh 
river water, the leeches are placed in it, 
and the whole mass of water is allowed to 
freeze to solidity. Whenever any of the 
leeches are required, a piece of ice contain- 
ing them is chopped out of the pit, aud is 
allowed to thaw gradually in a cool place. 
The leeches do not injure by this freezing, 
but will bite with greater readiness than 
those kept in a room during the winter. 


C.N., aged 47, admitted in June into | 
a cas the Baltimore Infirmary, with symptoms of 
l re- thoracic and general dropsy. After a va- 

tiety of treatment, the ascites and anasarca 
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REUNION OF A LARGE PORTION OF THE 
CALF AFTER BEING TORN Orr. 

Tue following interesting case occurred 
iu the practice of Dr. Gréschner, of Sprem- 
berg. A labourer was engaged in moving a 
large beam, one end of which was supported 
on his bands behind, about as high as his 
loins, the beam itself pointing upwards, and 
resting on his back. By an accident, it 
wag struck from his grasp, and, in descend- 
ing, the sharp edge of the beam struck the 
calf of his leg, about a hand's breadth below 
the bend of the knee, and tore down the 
integument and the gastrocnemius internus 
muscle, nearly to the tendo achillis. The 
breadth of the flab above was upwards of 
three inches; below, it was held to the 
limb by scarcely a finger’s breadth of inte- 
gument alone, ‘Ihe persons who conveyed 
the man to his house had reapplied the por- 
tion of flesh, but, to check the ble-ding, had 
washed the limb with brandy, and wrapped 
it in cloths wet with the same. Dr, Grosch~ 
ner removed these, and applied adhesive 
straps. The patient did well for a few days, 
but soon fell very low, and at length had 
regular hectic and night sweats. Finding 
little prospect of adhesion, Dr. Groschner 
made use of sutures and a wash to stimu- 
late the integument to a higher degree of 
action, administering to the patient at the 
same time Peruvian bark in considerable 
quantity, and a nutritious diet. Adhesive 
inflammation took place, and the whole mass 
became firmly united. The patient was 
able to resume his business on the twenty- 
ninth day after the accident. — Graefe’s 
Journal. 


BLEEDING FROM LEECH BITES 


Many remedies have been made public, 
Dr. Liwenhardt, of Berlin, adds another, 
which he mentions as being successful 
and simple ; it is that of drawing the edges 
of the wound together with a fine needle 
and thread ; the thread being passed through 
the cuticle only, no pain is occasioned, and 
the bleeding is at once suppressed. 


DRESSERS. 


Iw all the Italian hospitals, there are a 
number of young men, from 20 to 50, who 
perform almost the same functions as the 
dressers in the London hospitals, but live 
in the institution, and are lodged and fed at} 
the expense of government. They receive 
about three shillings a month of salary.— 
Med, and Phys. Jour. 


DRESSING OF WOUNDS. 


using adhesive . The strap is cut 
very broad at the extremities, and narrow in 
the centre, so that it is enabled to take a 
firm hold of the edges of the wound, and 
exert a considerable power in retaining them 
in contact, while large spaces are left be- 
tween each slip in the middle, which per- 
mits the free discharge of the pus and liga- 


tures.— Jb. 


SINGULAR TREATMENT OF TETANUS. 


Tue following extraordinary tice for 
the cure of this disease prevai a 
the inhabitants of the Tonga or Friendly 
Islands in the South Pacific Ocean, among 
whom it is said, that traumatic tetanus pre- 
vails toa great extent. It consists in pro- 
ducing a considerable degree of irritation in 
the urethra, and discharge of blood, by the 
introduction of a reed of proper size, for 
some distance into the canal, aud, when the 
case is very violent, a cord is passed along 
the urethra, and carried through the peri- 
neum. The two ends are then occasionally 
pulled to and fro, inducing great puin, and a 
copious hemorrhage, with much swelling 
aud inflammation of the penis. Two cures 
of confirmed tetanus are related by a gentle- 
man of the name of Mariner to Professor 
Chapman of Pennsylvania, as baving been 
performed by this strange and unpromising 
practice. The mode may suggest a priuciple 
capable of improvement. 


NEW MODE OF ADMINISTERING QUININE, 


Four cases of facial neuralgia, which re- 
sisted the ordinary treatment, yielded to the 
administration of one grain of powdered 
quinine, in two grains of snuff, mixed and 
used as common snuff, This dose wis always 
sufficient, and in from two to three days the 
patients were cured, as if by enchantment, 
The cases occurred to Dr. Richet, of Metz, 
and are related in his thesis presented to 
the Faculty of Medicine of Strasbourg. 


IODINE IN GOUT. 


Tunis medicine has been repeatedly em- 
with success in gout by Gen- 
rin, the editor of the Jour. Gén. de Méd. 
Hle applies it externally and internally in 


| frictions, vapour, tinctures, alkaline solu- 


uon, ard enema. He bas tried it in about 
thirty cases, and in every one of them, the 
patients were either cured in a few days, or 
their condition rapidly ameliorated. In no 
instance has he found it productive of inju. 
rious eflects. 


Tuere is a circumstance connected with 
this process in the above hospitals, which is | 
not waworthy of remark, viz., the method of | 


| 
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THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, June 27, 1829. 


Aw inquest was held on Thursday, the 
4th inst., at Lewisham, Kent, on the body 
of a child named William Adams, before 
Mr. Joserm Cartrar, coroner for the 
county, of which the followin, g Particulars 
have been reported :— 

“ The child, about three years of age, had 
been treated at the Kent Dispensary for a 
complaint in the lungs. The medicine con- 
sisted of two grains of calomel, and two of 
antimony, administered every four hours, 
until thirty grains each of calomel, and of 
antimony, had been taken in three days. 
Violent salivation ensued, the gums ulce- 
reted and sloughed, the mouth and cheeks 
mortified, and the child died. The pre- 
acribing apothecary did not see the child for 
four days, while the effects of the salivation 
were proceeding, and the last time he saw 
it, he said he could do nothing more. The 
surgeon of the parish was then called in by 
the child’s mother, and he immediately sent 
for two other medical men, but before their 
arrival the child died, In its illness it had 
no constant nurse, but during the necessary 
absence of the mother in the fields, it was 
attended by one or other of the neighbours, 
On the inquest, the opinion of the parish 
surgeon was not pressed as to the cause of 
death, the mother was not called, and the 
time of the Court was chiefly occupied by the 
evidence of a woman who could not speak 
to a single important fact. 

- “ On this evidence, the jury brought in a 
verdict of ‘ Died by the visitation of God ; 
but that their unanimous opinion was, that 
there had been culpable neglect on the part 
of the prescribing apothecary, and also on the 
part of the mother.’ The two latter clauses 
of this finding the coroner would not re- 
ceive, He told the jury that they had no 
concern whatever with the effects of the 
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medical prescription; that a medical man 
who gave his services gratuitously, is not 
bound, and cannot be expected to bestow 
much attention upon pauper patients ; and 
that the neglect of the apothecary, in the 
case in question, being according to the 
usual order of things, could not be compe- 
tently inquired into at an inquest, nor no- 
ticed with blame in the verdict. Upon 
these principles the coroner, in opposition 
to the opinion of the jury, recorded the ver- 
dict ‘ Died by the visitation of God, and 
not in consequence of the neglect of any 
person or persons.’ ” 

Hospitals, infirmaries, and dispensaries, 
have often been denominated human slaugh- 
ter houses in the pages of this Journal. 
Repeatedly have we urged the impolicy of 
supporting these institutions, repeatedly 
have we exposed the proceedings of the 
quacks by whom many of them have been 
founded, and repeatedly have we described 
the scenes of blood which are frequently 
exhibited within their walls. The public 
are in no instance more decidedly deluded 
than in entertaining the supposition that 
hospitals, infirmaries, and dispensaries, fur- 
nish the best means for alleviating the 
sufferings of the diseased poor; and Mr. 
Cartrar, the coroner of Kent, deserves 
great praise for the honesty and boldness 
with which he has rent the veil that too 
long concealed from the public eye the 
value of his great services in supporting 
the Kent Dispensary. This very worthy 
coroner and secretary appears to have told 
the jury, that the neglect of the apothecary 
in the case in question being “‘ according ¢o 
the usual order of things,” could not be 
competently inquired into; further, that 
they, the jury, ‘* had no concern whatever 
with the effects of the medical prescription,” 
and that “ medical man who gives his ser- 
vices gratuitously is not bound, and cannot 
be expected, to bestow much attention upon 
pauper patients.” If these words were 
uttered by Mr. Canrrar, there is no doubt 
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that he is a very fit person to fill the office of 
secretary to the Kent Dispensary, and of 
nearly all the hospitals, infirmaries, and dis- 
pensaries in the kingdom ; but that he is cer- 
tainly a very unfit person to hold the office 
of coroner, and such a booby ought not to 
be continued in it another hour, The 
crowner’s “quest law of Mr. Secretary 
Caarrar is, if possible, superior to that of 
** the precious coroner of Dover.” The go- 
vernors of the Kent Dispensary, and the pub- 
lic, are gravely told by the secretary of the 
igstitution which they have been upholding 
by their benevolent contributions, that it 
cannot be expected that an unsalaried medi- 
cal man can bestow much of his time or at- 
tention upon pauper patients, Mr.Carrrar, 
according to the report, has filled the office 
of secretary not less than thirty years; he 
must, therefore, be pretty well acquainted 
with what has been the conduct of his 
colleagues in office. Mr, Canrran did 
not state by whom it “ cannot be expected 
that » medical man should bestow much of 
lis time on pauper patients,” but we pre- 
sume he did not mean the patients them- 
selves, the public, or the great body of the 
governors of the charity. The coroner is, 
doubtless, aware of the fact, (and, in truth, 
it is too notorious to admit of denial from 
any person at all acquainted with the sub- 
ject,) that many of our hospitals, and nearly 
the whole of our infirmaries and dispensa- 
ries, have beenestablished by scheming prac- 
titioners, with the assistance of their rela- 
tives and friends ;—established hy medical 
men for their own exclusive benefit; and 
he must know equally well, that the great 
majority of physicians and surgeons, who 
fill the various: offices in infirmaries and 
dispensaries, are only remarkable for their 
ignorance, impudence, and cunning. Thou- 
sands of persons are annually butchered 
among the miserable in and out-patients of 
these charitable institutions. Charity, how- 
ever, in these days of refinement, ean only 
take her course through the columns of a 


newspaper. Every donor of a guinea must 
see his name blagoned forth in the public 
prints, in order that he may be set down as 
a good and kind-hearted man. Some sub- 
scribers are really well disposed, and con- 
tribute their funds with the best possible 
intentions ; but others, with a recklessress 
and barbarity which cannot be sufficiently 
condemned, assist in establishing places 
called infirmaries and dispensaries, with an 
intention of placing in them officers’ who 
are totally incompetent to discharge their 
professional duties, Medicines and ad- 
vice are also administered so indisorimi- 
nately at our medicel institutions, that the 
majority of the members of the profession 
in all large cities and towns, are fast sinking 
into beggary. The distress in the profes- 
sion at the present period is unprecedented ; 
and it is self-evident that it has been main- 
ly produced by the misapplication of the 
funds of our great medical charities. King 
Harrison boasted, in his evidence given 
before the anatomical committee pthat nearly 
FORTY THOUSAND out-patients hed received 
assistance at Guy’s Hospital in one year, and 
that those individuals were not peupers, but 
artificers and inferior tradesmen. We have 
ourselves seen persons receive advice in 
the public surgery of that hospital from 
Sir Asriey Coorer, who had gone there in 
gigs, and were attended by livery ser- 
vants. In a word, hospitals, infirmaries, 
and dispensaries, are the puff shops of the 
physicians and surgeons, and the humane 
treatment of the poor is altogether out of 
the question, or is a thing mentioned only to 
be laughed at. If the public gre anxious to 
afford other medical assistance to the dis- 
tressed poor, than what is prescribed by the 
poor laws, let them visit the sick at their 
own habitations ; discover, by personal in- 
quiry, deserving objects of charity, and 
place these under the eare of their own family 
surgeon, in whose skill they show they have 
faith, by employing him themselves This 
would be real charity to the afflicted, and no 
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more than an act of justice to the deserving 
surgeon, who now suffers daily degradation 
and loss through the wily and deceitful man- 
ceuvres of a base gang of dispensary quacks. 
This crew must be destroyed; the means 
are in the hands of the profession. 4 The 
report of the Lewisham Inguest, which 
was originally published in The Times, 
is probably the severest blow the atro- 
cious system has yet received, for we 
know not on what avowed principle the pub- 
lic can subscribe to the support of dispen- 
saries, when they are told by a county coro- 
ner, and a secretary to one of the branches 
of the system, that “a medical man who 
renders his services gratuitously, is not 
bound, and cannot be expected, to bestow 
auch of his attention upon pauper patients.” 
After this, let us hear no more of “‘ charity” 
in supporting these human slaughter-houses. 


MR. BARON HULLOCK’S ADDRESS TO THE 
JURY, ON THE TRIAL OF MR. VAN 
BUTCHELL. 


“ Gentlemen of the jury—In my opinion 
this case has proceeded far enough ; the in- 
dictment charges the prisoner with man- 
slaughter, in having performed an operation 
that ended in death: now there is no evi- 
dence of any instrument whatever having 
been used, neither is there any thing like 
evidence to maintain a charge of man- 
slaughter. I am not aware of any principle 
in law that will sanction such a prosecution 
as the present; for, if an indictment can be 
supported, in the total absence of all evi- 
dence of want of skill or neglect, because an 


operation hes failed, the consequences would 
indeed be most serious, whether the opera- 


tion was performed by a regular or an irre- 
gular surgeon ; and surely it would be most 
unjust to prosecute a man who might be a 
skilful and clever practitioner, upon the un- 


procure assistance; fpr who would exer- 
cise their best skill, of whatever quelity it 
might be, if, in case of failure, they were to 
he subjected to an indictment for murder or 
manslaughter? If a man were to adopt 
measures contrary to common sense, malice 
might be inferred; but under no circum- 
stances, except we could suppose that the 
surgeon wilfully destroyed his patient, could 
a charge of felony be sustained. It is some- 
what remarkable, that there is not a single 
decision on this point. This must show 
that all the most eminent lawyers have bad 
strong doubts of the propriety of such pro-~ 
Secutions, and that it was their uniform 
opinion they could not be sustained. We 
are not for the first time to be told that ope> 
rations will fail, but it is too much to say 
that, because they fail, the parties are to be 
subjected to a prosecution, What has been 
quoted from Blackstone is, in fact, a copy of 
what Lord Hale has said of cases of this 
description ; but the words of his Lordship 
will not bear a construction unfavourable to 
the person accused; they go to a direct and 
opposite tendeney. ‘The words of his Lord- 
ship are, “ If a physician gives a person a 
potion without any intent of doing him bodily 
hurt, but with an intent to cure or prevent 
a disease, and, contrary to the expectation 
of the physician, it kills him, this is no ho- 

micide ; and the like of a chirurgeon ; aud 
I hold that opinion to be erroneous that 
thinketh, if he be no licensed chirurgeon or 
physician that occasioneth this mischance, 
that then it is felony ; for physic and salves 
were before licensed physicians and chirur- 
geons, and, therefore, if they be not licens- 

ed according to the statute of King Henry 

VIII., they are subject to the penalties in 
those statutes; but God forbid that any 

mischance of this kind should make any 

person, not licensed, guilty of murder or 

manslaughter.” Cases may and do oc- 

cur, where the parties recover damages, in 

a civil action, for unskilful conduct ; but God 

forbid that any person, under such circum. 

stances, should be subjected to an indict, 


ment for murder or manslaughter; for, in 


successful result of a dangerous operation, that case, many would die for want of help, 


because he is not licensed, or fortunate 


the helpers well knowing, that if they failed, 


enough to possess the sanction aaaianieeliaes would be liable tosuch an indictment. f 

of a certain body in this town. If such # | do not mean to impute to Mr. Lloyd any un~ 

doctrine could be maintained, very many  skilfulness; although it has been admitted, 

persons in remote parts would be unable to chat ar operation which he bad performed 
2De 


had failed, that operation might have been 
performed most skilfully ; yet you have heard 


THE STUDY OF MEDICINE. 


|was published in the early part of the year 
1817, and entitled “ A Physiological Sys- 


that there was a difference of opinion re-|tem of Nosology, with corrected and 
Specting it; that it had been a sort of vex-| simplified Nomenclature,” and it is a ques- 


ata questio in the profession ; but that differ- 
ence of opinion might, probably, have arisen 
more from the situation of the patient, and as 
to the time of performing it, the woman being 
in a state of pregnancy, than from any un- 
skilfulness. Surely, surely, Gentlemen, there 
can be nothing so dangerous as to say that a 
person should be subjected to an indictment, 
when an operation unfortunately miscarries. 
In the present case, there is not any evi- 
dence that the accused has done otherwise 
thaa exercise the greatest skill and act 
to the best of his judgment.” 

His Lordship concluded by saying, “ I 
am of opinion, that there is no ground 
supporting the offence of manslaughter, and 
that there is not the slightest imputation 
cast upon the gentleman at the bar. Your 
duty, therefore, will be, to find a verdict of 
acquittal.” 


The Study of Medicine. By Joun Mason 
Goop, M.D. Containing all the Author's 
final Corrections and Improvements. 
Third Edition, with much additional In- 
formation on Physiology, Practice, Pa- 
thology, and the Nature of Diseases in 
general. By Samvues. Coorer, Surgeon, 
Author of the Dictionary of Practical 
Surgery, &c. {n5 vols. &vo. London. 
Underwoods. 1829. 


Tue first edition of the “ Study of Medi- 
cine” was published in 1823. Soon after- 
wards « second edition was demanded, 
and, we believe, has been out of print 
upwards of a twelvemonth; the gifted 
author was far advanced in his labours in 
the revision of his work towards a third 
edition, when death, after a protracted ill- 
ness, deprived the profession of one of its 
brightest ornaments. 

Mr. Mason Good is the author of many 
works celebrated for their learning, co- 
piousness of information, and great uti- 
lity; but the work which, before the ap- 
p earance of the present, had obtained for 
} Sr. Good, as a medical writer, the great- 
e. #t renown, was his System of Nosology. It 


tion, whether the System of Nosology is 
not the pillar by which the author’s great 
reputation will hereafter be mainly sup- 
ported. It is, unquestionably, one of the 
most scientific works that ever issued from 
the medical press. The most valuable and 
useful parts of that publication are now in- 
corporated in the ‘* Study of Medicine.” In 
fact, the System of Nosology forms the 
basis of the ‘‘ study,” and governs the scien- 
tific principles of the whole work. Mr. 
Good was a man of the most extensive ac- 
quirements in literature, and of very con- 
siderable experience in practical medicine. 


for|He was well versed in the ancient and 


modern languages, and as a GENERAL PRAC- 
TITIONER, Was actively and lucratively en- 
gaged in the duties of his profession, until 
a few years before his death. Hence the 
author has been enabled to say in his pre- 
face, with much truth, that “ whatever may 
be the theory or the practice advanced in 
these volumes, he has left nothing upon 
trust, but has supported or illustrated his 
assertions by authorities, which have been 
given with some degree of copiousness, 
from ancient as well as modern times; 50, 
indeed, as to render the work, in a certain 
sense, a summary of the general history of 
medicine, in most ages and countries.” 
Thus the “ Study of Medicine” presents a 
happy combination of deep research, exten- 
sive learning, and practical experience. 

So great was Mr. Good's reputation after 
having written his Nosology, that the Lon- 
don College of Physicians was not only 
jealous, but even alarmed at seeing a cenx- 
RAL PRACTITIONER so much hoyoured.— 
And, we believe, a by-law was suspended, 
in order to stigmatise Mr. Good with the 
title of Docror, and to deprive the crnr- 
RAL Practitioners of one of the most 
learned of their body. We have heard that 
Mr. Good heartily lamented having fallen 
into the trap which was so cunningly laid 
for him ; and, at last, despised a title which 
was worn by thousands of routine and 
college idiots, and which he well knew had 
been conceded to him at the shrine of 
envy, bigotry, and prejudice. Doctor, there- 
fore, in reality, he was nonewe cannot 
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admit that he was so far disgraced, and cer- 
tainly no great alteration could have been 
effected in his acquirements, by his taking a 
walk from Guildford Street to Warwick 
Lane, and there kissing the great toe of 
Sir Henry Halford. 

The present edition of the ‘ Study of 
Medicine” is edited by Mr. Samuel Cooper, 
than whom there is not to be found a man 
better qualified for the task. ‘To a scientific 
knowledge of his profession, great learning, 
and industry, may be added, inflexible in- 
tegrity—a combination of no small import- 
ance in editing such a work as Mr. Good's, 
The additions to the text and notes by Mr. 
Cooper, as may have heen expected, are 
numerous and valuable, and the entire 
work merits our most unqualified recommen- 
dation. The surgeon whose library contains 
Good's Study of Medicine and Cooper's Sur- 
gical Dictionary, need look around him for 
little more that is either scientific, useful, or 
practical in any branch of his profession ; 
but, probably, a certain periodical, that we 
could name, would render the collection stil! 
more complete. 

Of five such volumes as compose the 
«Study of Medicine,” each of which extends 
to between six and seven hundred pages, it 
is impossible to give any analysis. The 
work consists of four parts, or divisions ; 
first, physiology ; second, pathology ; third, 
nosology ; fourth, therapeutics. We cannot 
conclude this notice without expressing our 
regret, that the editor did not attach to the 
work a brief sketch of the author's life, 
which we are sure would have been highly 
amusing and acceptable to the whole of his 
readers. In another edition we hope this 
hint will not be forgotten. 


The following preface to the present 
edition is characteristic of the modesty of 
the editor :— 

« When the learned and very distinguish- 
ed author of the ‘ Study of Medicine,’ much 
to the regret of every lover of talent and 
worth, went to ‘ that bourn from which no 
traveller returns,’ he had already advanced 
@ considerable way in preparations for the 

nt edition. This was so much the 
case, that he had revised all the five volumes, 
and introduced into them a great number 
of observations, tending to augment their 
utility and correctness, Various parts of the 
work, however, still demanded jurther atten- 


|articles, The author's bad health had, in- 
| deed, materially interfered with his laudable 
‘and anxious wish to bring the corrections 
down to the latest period, and to omit no- 
| thing that was new, and, at the same time, 
truly valuable. 

“In the humble attempt which I have 
made to improve a work, already honoured 
with extensive approbation and high repu- 
tation, my chief fear has been, that of ex- 

ding the bounds within which every dis- 
creet editor ought to confine himself. On 
this account, I have not presumed to en- 
croach much upon the author's plan, which, 
whatever may be the defects in its execa- 
tiou, rests upon a solid foundation, and has 
the pleasing recommendation of originality. 
But although, with few exceptions, the ar- 
rangement of the subjects treated of has not 
been changed, | have sometimes ventured 
to express reasons for thinking some of them 
misplaced. With the same frankness I have 
also stated the considerations which have 
now and then inclined me not to adopt pre- 
cisely the views entertained by the author 
on certain points in physiology, pathology, 
and the treatment of diseases. As far as 
my knowledge extends, nocelebrated writers 
on medicine have yet been able completely 
to avoid hypothesis; and if the present au- 
thor occasionally soar into the regions of 
conjecture, he has only imitated all the 
greatest of his predecessors. For such flights 
every man conscious of the difficulties of 
medical science, and aware of the zeal, per- 
severance, and active mind of the late Dr, 
Good, will readily find an excuse. If the 
general tenor of his book be good ; if, in- 
deed (what seems to me to be the fact), it 
be so excellent, that no other modern sys- 
tem is, on the whole, half so valuable as the 
*‘ Study of Medicine,’ its imperfections will 
be indulgently disregraded by every liberal 
critic, and its genuine merit warmly ad- 
mired.” 

Iu closing this address, Mr. Cooper adds, 
that the new matter, which he has incorpo- 
rated in the text, is so marked, that the 
reader will perceive the passages for which 


the editor’s character is responsible. 


DISEASE OF THE STOMACH AND BOWELS, 


By Gronce Evans, Esq., Kent Road, 

Sir,—The following beautiful specimen 
of gastro-enteritis, disease of the womb, 
obliteration of the ileo-cweal valve, and re- 
gurgitation of the feces, considered with 
reference to the obscure symptoms which 
such extensive disease presented during 
|life, may, perhaps, (although derogatory to 


tion, and none more so than its surgical | the dignity of the “ heads and pures” to 
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On the of June, Mr. J, L. Ion, surgeon, 
Fee Cs, Lambeth, was called to Mrs. 
, Waterloo Road, a rather spare 
subject, aged 34. ained of acute, 
though circumscribed pain in the epigas- 
trium, not increased by pressure ; no ten- 
sion or atural sensibility evinced, by 
| apy hand on any other part of the sb- 
3 great irritability of the stomach, 

With eructations and nausea. Bowels con- 
Stipated since the 3rd, and urgent tenesmus ; 
the pulse ranging between 76 and 80; 
tongue white, but clean; skin cool. The 
irritability of the stomach being relieved by 
few grains of opium administered at inter- 
vals, suitable aperients were given without 
effect; twelve ounces of blood were ab- 
stracted from the arm. Recourse was had 
to the warm bath, laxative enemas ; which 
treatment was repeated on the 6th, bat with 
rt pe success, the symptoms continuing 


same. 
On the 7th, at 3 r.u., profuse alvine 
discharges came on, when the patient ex- 
much relief. The following morn- 
. however, exhibited a striking change, 
i e of the near approach of dissolu- 
tion. The pulse had risen to 140, small, 
and intermitting ; great anxiety of counte- 
nance ; breathing laboured stertorous ; 
extremities quite cold. All efforts to rouse 
the sinking energies of the system by sti- 
toulants were unavailing. The t lin- 
gered till twelve o’clock, when she died. 


othing petete presented itself upon 
view of the body, which, ex- 
cepting that the breasts were emaciated, 


the muscles were divided at dnir 
insertions into the linea alba, the perito- 
neum cut through, and omentum exposed, 
which presented nothing remarkable. In 
Consequence of extensive adhesions of the 
‘transverse mesocolon, the result of an 
a¢ute inflammatory process, some difficulty 
was experienced in tracing out the duode- 
num, which was found most minutely in- 


ed, and the mesentery highly inflamed. A 
being placed the at 
the distance of two inches from the 

snother at the cardiac extremity of the ceso- 


MR. BELLAMY ON BRONCHOCELE. 


vere filled with a serous effusion, but in 


membrane of gangrenous 
ments highly vascular ; tubes 
flaccid, and ovaries perfectly atrophic. 
liver and contents of the thorax natural. 

I have invariably observed wasting of the 
mamm2 consentaneous, if I may be allowed 
the term, with affections of the uterus, 


Tenou Street, June igth, 1829. 


EFFICACY OF IODINE IN BRONCHOCELE, | 


P.F. Be , Esq., Surgeon, Lyme 
By 


ment, not only proves this statement, 
may, perhaps, excite some degree of inte- 
rest, and induce some one or more of 


Eliza Niblett, twenty years of age, @ native 
and inhabitant of the West Ead of London, 
had, for five years, a 


bronchocele affecting 
the whole of the thyroid — 7 
measurement, the neck exceeded 
ference. 


dently of a fecal — 
exhibiting throughout an appearance ap- 
other respects quite 
| able tity of sanguineous fluid was disco- 
bs the ef The womb 
. was filled with purulent matter ; the mucous 
| SSC 
| 
Toprye, it is true, cannot be termed a new 
medicine ; but still doubts of its efficacy, and 
prejudices against its employment, I believe, 
jare yet existing. I have seen it employed 
most beneficially in chronic glandular en- 
jlargements; and among the mumber of 
| [cases which I have observed, the following, 
| which came under my own immediste treat- 
Post-mortem examination 50 hours after 
death, by Messrs. Ion, Wood, und 
was well-formed and conditioned. The 
‘ased] crucial incisions having been made, | gland had @ firm but spongy feel, the isth- 
the integuments dissected, and reflected|mus was somewhat softer, and the right 
lobe was larger than the left. Many reme- 
dies had been tried for its removal, but the 
tumour had gradually increased from her 
and it been stationary for a i 
oo Her health was, generally speak- 
ing, good. The treatment was premised by 
the use of an aperient, which was oceasion- 
ally administered during the cure. Ithen 
gave her ten drops of a tincture of iodine 
ted, very extensive, and deep red patches, | three times a day, and the dose was inereased 
occupying the whole of the smail intestines, | two drops every third day, until it amounted 
from the pyloric valve to the caput coli. The | The impression 
ileo-ceecal valve was found nearly obliterat- | made is was slight, indeed 
ss it was discontinued for a few 
days. Twenty drops were then agsin given, 
| three times a-day, and the dose was gradu. 


MR. HEAD ON PURPURA H-EMORRMAGICA. 407 


increased as before; in addition to 
i ointment of iodine wes rubbed in| M®- MEAD'S CASE OF FURPURA H#mOR- 
i RBHAGICA. 


70 the Editor of Tue Laxcer. 
"| Srn,—In the last week’s Number of your 
valuable tion, I perceive a commu- 


ght | 


after which the same quantity was rub 
nightly, and continued till it produced so 


, when it was again | 
‘he inflammation having sub. 
sided, the decrease of the tumour was very 
evident, the neck measuring an inch less in 
circumference. The tirictu 


i 


i 


unconvincin Mr. Head, 
who seems | 


; tules of logic, grammar, and gentlemanly 
appears to have influenced the system after courtesy, before he attempts to criticise any 
ite use. wes discontinued. The tincture I sroduction of mine, or be so hasty to quar- 
0 ed was made by dissolving forty-| 9.4 with imagi qrie 
grains of iodine in am ounce and a half one 

rectified spirit.. The ointment was made, 
_ by mixing half a.drachm of iodine with an 
ounce of lard. 


Pe: June 12, 1829, ie Islington, June 12, 1829. 


slight redness of the integument, 
} intermitted for a day or two : 
for a much longer period ; 
however, did not decrease 
that the use of some appli 
| timulating nai Gon from Dir. Head, couc in angry 
of tincture of iodine with | his unsuccessful case of purpura 
the ctromg liniment of om. corroberetive of the | 
drechm wae rubbed in| entertained of the inefficacy, if 
four nights successively “not injurious of 
the integument was pro- | complaining of the illogical and 
discontinued for two days; | emphilesophicel etyle of the counnunication - 
| (im reference thereto) inserted im No. 294. | 
| To the first of those charges (ironically ex- 
| pressed) I beg leave distinctly to deny the 
P® intention of insinuating any thing detrimental 
: the professional abilities of Mr. Head, or 
y of his colleagues, im reference to the 
of Paterson ; and with —— to the 
er omissions he complains of, he should 
ler to the article, and he will find it is an | 
tinued regularly up to this period. The ee ae & 
‘use Of the liniment Was and| criticism of style. Mr. Head 
‘Occasionally intermitted and repeated as the | Proper | 
‘Part indicated, until she had used four| belong to, with a desire for dhe 
Ounces, when it was altogether discontinued, | tO, with des 
gro! my 
and only took occasional advanced, I would, with pleasure, have 
leis dirty yellow > pearance of the skin | uture to pause before he enters on @ con~ ; 
: ally removed. The most remarkable feature | tnicously laid down for me, and learn the | 


CARCINOMA.—RUPTURED BLADDER. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


CARCINOMATOUS BREAST. 


Axn Barer, etat. 44, was admitted 
23, into Faith’s Ward, under the care 

. Lawrence, with a large ulcerated ex- 
cavation in the left breast. She is rather 


i? 


$i 


£ 


which she is 
after remain- 


RUPTURED BLADDER. 


that it very seldom beppens, 
there has been 
ent, that rupture of the 


destruction of a considerable i 
bladder, communicating 
17 years of age; it was 


now fi 


she may that she is rendered ex~ 
ceasively offensive to herself and others for 
the remainder of her life. You can easily 
conceive how dreadful is the situetion in 


extent, which invariably is the result 
cases of this hind are neglected, as the 
of the labia 


so excessively tender, that 

touch is a source of the utmost dread to the 
unfortunate patient. I have said, G 

that such ceses seldom occur. the course 
of two years, however, no less than 1 

have come under my own knowledge; 

ral I have seen personally, and others 


j.| had communications upon with indi 


under whose care they have been. 

thet one individual, in two years, should 

‘have met with nineteen cases, may lead to 

| the impression thet such distressing cases 

‘are not so uncommon as has, by many, been 
In all the cases, where 1 have 
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Ellen Butler, tat. 17, was edmitted into 
Sitwell’s Ward, under the care of Mr. Earle, 
June 17th, with 
extending into the vagina. patien 
fair bair, of very 
| appearance. states, ever, 
q has been married twelve months, and thet 
: a child of which she was delivered, was born 
short, fat, dark haired, and of a healthy ap-| five weeks ago. She was in taboar thirey- 
pearance. States, that she was married at/ six hours, and at length delivered by 
the age of 28. In eight years afterwards | use of instruments, the child being dead. 
her husband died, leaving her with one |The urine is i 
daughter. After that she married again, creating 
and is now a married woman. Occasionally | the most distressing irritation. 
she suckled with the breast that afterwards 
became diseased. Three years ago, she 
S| pain in the left breast, which after-| Mr. Earle, on Saturday, after having re- 
grew worse, and induced her to go| moved a small fatty tumour from the dor- 
to Guy's Hospital. In that hospital she | sum of the nose of an infant, said, _—_ 
eleven weeks, Mr. Bransby | red to him that he might make some 
portion of the di gland.| Ellen Butler. ‘‘ 1 believe (he 
was not healed when she left ery sel- 
» nor has it closed since the R ay al 
operation, which was performed eighteen 
ago, After having been at bome | extending into the vagina, takes dur- 
r family some time, she returned to | ing parturition ; it does, however, occasion- 
Hospital for further relief, the wound ally occur, and it is a case which calls for 
ra enlarged, the discharge con- | the utmost sympathy, and every possible at- 
exceedingly offensive, and indura-|tention. ln the present instance there is 
S having become perceptible in other 
— of the gland. On a further operation 
ing proposed, she left the hospital, two 
; ng elapsed from her second ad- probability, 
’ here is now a deep excavation 
i le of the gland, down to the 
acle, two inches and a half in 
ipwards ; i ity which she is p'aced; the urine, contiow 
7 copious and extremely fetid ; the flowing chrongh the vagina, produces 
excruciating. The left arm |and excoriated surfaces to a considerable 
coud, and the glands both in 
and axilla affected. ‘The right pres 
mammary gland is also and 
its natural size. ion | nates are excoriated, and the parts around 
been regular ; the patient enjo 
ta, and an excellent appetite, The | 
to be adopted being that of | 
nature, Mr. Lawrence has or- | 
j dered of the extract of covium | 
mz a-day, with a little jalap 
Hl o ht; also a piece. of lint 
; , made of liq. op. sed. 5 vidu 
ounce, to be kept con- 
the wound. 
tinues much the same. 
muk diet, with 
end 
days longer, and receiving con- 
negatives to her applications for | been able to collect proper histories of them, 
meat or some other solid food, she left the| it has seemed to me, that by allowing the 
a. determined, as she said, not to be | head to rest too long, in the passage through 
to-death. the pelvis, against the bladder, and not 
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HE, 


£8 


if 


a 


oF 


if} 


[ 


dress to-day, because | believe, that 
dint of great exertion, and the utmost ome! 


tion, be ¥ relieved, and 
grant they are the most difficult cases in 
surgery to treat, and the principel difficul- 
ties presenting themselves to a successful 
treatment, I apprebend to depend upon the 
situation at which the tr may have 
sloughed, the influence respiration has over 
the bladder, the continual trickling of the 
urine, and the law of nature that forbids the 
union of mucous surfaces. Where the se- 
paration occurs beyond the ureters, near 
to the fundus of the bladder, 1 believe such 
cases will admit of permanent! cure ; when, 
however, that portion of the bladder, si- 
tuated between what I may call the vesical 
orifice and the extremities of the ureters, 
has slou » I believe the case to be ir- 
light was thrown 
upon this by the case of a poor Irish wo- 
man, who came into this hospital about 
two years ago with a slough in the blad- 
der, in this situation; she had an attack of 
peritonitis;-and died in 24 hours after ad- 
mission, The “mortem appearances 
were very interesting, of which I had a 
drawing taken, and which I shall show to 
you, explaining the different parts. The 
mouth of the uterus was completely closed 
by an inflammatory process ; it was just thet 
period at which menstruation should have 
taken place, and the uterus, on being cut 
into, was found to be filled with the men- 
strual fluid, which could obtain no exit, and 
the peritoneal inflammation seemed to have 
been most violent i diately over the 
uterus.” Mr, Earle then proceeded to 


s}exhibit and explain the different parts of 


the drawing, and to the 
couragment of those who he him, 
in two cases he had succeeded in perform- 
ing a ccmplete cure where the sloughs had 
taken place near to the fundus and opening 
of the ureters into the bladder. The 
of operation was the closing of the fistulous 
opening, ing away the diseased edges, 
very little at a time; for 
there was no ibility of performing an 
ion of this kind at once, or within a 
period. In one of his patients there 
were two openings into the bladder, and 
by one opera te succeeded in getting 
the wound healed ; the other wound, which 
was much less then the former, he did 
succeed iu closing until after the pati 
had submitted to thirty operations. The 
second patient was ove on whom Baron Du- 
puytren had no less than twice employed 
the actual cautery without success. She did 
perfectly well, and had three children after- 
wards. ‘The treatment by actual cautery he 
did not understand the rationale of, not 
should he be induced, on any occasion, to 
try it, as he believed it to be not only use- 
less, but injurious. Great relief was ob- 


» the injury has been pro- 
duced. This female was in labour 36 hours, | 
which you will say is no very unusuel time i 
| from 
s,| 
of | 
r,) 
whether the rupture of a bladder has been | 
7 an erroneous supposition ; | think | 
of the bladder. The moment a part | 
becomes deprived of vitality, that moment | 
it becomes and acts as a fereign body ; and | 
the salts of the urine become thickly depo- | : 
sited, and become a great ¢.gravation of 
the sufferings of the patient. \ ou can easily | 
that a hard, gritty matter, on the | 
sore of so highly a sensible part as| 
the must greatly increase the pain| : 
fe the patient endures. These distressing cases, | 
when once they have arrived at « consider- | 
able extent, admit of very little palliation— | 
cure, I regret to say, there in none. This is| : 
so certain, that in many cases patients have | 
been entirely abandoned. But it is to rouse | 
8 spirit in you not to abandon cases of this | 


5 


abandon his withoet having 

at any very satisfactory conclusion 

ise seat and extent of the in- 

e was very much affraid that the 

of that portion of bladder between 

the opening of the 
t 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


Daxret Downs admitted into George’s 


He is fifty-five years of age, 
& native of London, but is generally travel- 
ling (as @ pedlar) through Kent, and the 
neighbouri counties, Tongue white 
bowels regular. 

When visited by Dr. Elliotson on the da 
of his admission, rsday,) it was foun 
that the rigour was just then coming on. 

Ordered of tincture of opium forty minims, 
and'ten grains of calomel, to be taken imme- 
diately. Sulphate of quinine ten grains 
three times daily. 


clean ; pulse 62%, soft, and compressible. 

_ 26, Had an attack rday (Monday) 

morning more severe than any since his ad- 

mission. No headach nor thirst ; tongue 
Give the quinine every six hours. 


;}once a month until within 


xysms 
days and Th ys, the case was really 


of double octan ; and as the medicine 


4 


before she had another fit ; 
at the expiration of ten weeks, 
in nine weeks after the last, 
they have occurred pretty 


when they have been gradually i i 
in number, so that now she sometimes bas 
as many as ten in the 24 hours, but 
one. If, 


_ INTERMITTENT FEVER.—EPILEPSY. 
ept in the vagina, morning, when a very attack. 
i ; in very distressing cases,|the whole of which lasted about : 
even & palliative was to be|minutes; feels perfectly well, excepting 
, some little relief might be | while the fit lasts. 
e pressure of bandages, or} Presented to go out on Thursday with 
e case now in the hospital, | medicine for a week, and desired to come to 
examined the patient once, but it/the hospital if he should have another 
paroxysm, but has not been since. 

It was remarked y Eliotson, that 
case illustrates the sul- 
phate of quinine be given without 
| convenience, with ts eal good 

' | when there is no perfect in , but a 
| constant degree of thirst and morbid heat; 
4 is case ; and on all occasions, wherever | ope- 
' there was the least hope of affording relief | [a L i 
im such cases, that they would exert them-|octan; the Thursday’s parox tenn | 
_Belves to the utmost, nor be discouraged by and the Sonday’s parcnyum being 
‘many failures. to Monday. 
St. Thomas's Hospital, June 17. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. > 
Srn,—On looking a few since into a 
casebook (on of winch Ds 
theveare of Dr. Elliotson, with intermittent | every ward | 
' fever; the sm of which comes on | i# the following case of epilepsy, 
o had watched with some interest while in 
wrery Thursday and Sunday, but bas con-| 44 hospital, and I was gratified at seeing 
4 stent headech an irst, even in the inter- ks in Dr. Ellictscn’s writiag. 
| Thisking they might be es 
| a8 amusing, to many of your readers, and 
‘ | knowing that the Doctor is not one of those 
who are afraid of their cases or opinions 
| going before the world, I have taken the 
| liberty of copying the whole for imsertion in 
your useful periodical, 
And am, Sir, 
Yours obediently, — 
15. States that the paroxysm, yesterday, SPULEPsY. 
was more slight, and continued a shorter| Caroline L. Kigan; twelve years 
time than it usually does. Pain in head,/ was admitted April 2, into Queen’s 
: and thirst not diminished. Pulse 84, full, No. 3. Hed an epileptic fit eight 
but compressible. Continue the quinine. | ago, and, it appears, a few weeks befo 
17. The paroxysm of ague came on this| been frightened by her 
morning (Sunday) as expected. Says the at-| down stairs, by which she 
tack was not so severe as usual. arm; an interval of three 
21. (Thursday.) Had an attack this she 
Morning, but comparatively slight; the ond 
thirst and headach nearly gone. Continue 
sulphate of quinine. 
24. Missed the pam oe this morning th 
has Jost all thirst and headach ; tongve more | 
PL days without an attack, they recur more 


EPELEPSY.—IMPOTEXCE. an 
ng ly temporary. Venesection 
and le ng (forty ounces). 
ggles ved for a short time, and 
falls t hings take place, which 
aking br out of bed. Pulse 168. 
ly has b , (forty ounces,) and as the 
mont Lding is of such short dura- 
and py calomel five grains every 
ed w 
he for l was only temporary. Bled 
stoo!s nty ounces). Calomel, five 
e hours. 1 
haved. atchings, and pain are gone ; 
every miting and purging. Omit 
ir Apply a blister to the abdo- ; 
two ounees of infusion of | 
been o hours. : 
he the ccount of the vomiting being : 
pain om pressure, twenty 
pplied to the epigastrium ; 
of the diarrhea, an opiate 
b 
bm plain 
lotion 4 
ad. A j 
, four g : 
nel to 
to the q 
to the 
nd afte 
mother 
of Dr 
was b 
slent hpotence, severe 
suffere ag admitted into Eden 
ced w Sth, 1825. (See Case : 
r to the , 4 
while , 36, il one year and 
pper tex and has three chi - ‘ 
dance at the occiput, from which it 
a very to the forehead, and is ex- J 
urd. A women had in-|ceedingly severe when lying on his back. 
ng her to reel from one | Vertigo ; quite impotent for three months ; 
the other, and extreme no tenrigo, but econstant discharge from the : 
Welty in the situation of urethra, and a copious oozing almost every 
rogenitiveness. It ap- night; numbness of hands end feet at fi 
lymptoms were produced waking, great depression of spirits and 
sing taken from her by | strength, sometimes makes a large quan- 
tity of urine, at others very litte. The same 
; mitted by Mr. Green for | variation as to the appetite ;  < 
@ cutaueous affection, but referred by him never sweats ; frequent and terrific 3 
b map bm to Dr. Ellietsen on account of | very costive ; two epileptic fits last summer, 
above symptoms. Bled to fainting | preceded vertigo. ‘ 
(twenty ounces) ; slops only. : yey) be put in the nape of the neck, 


y 

22. A blister to the forehead, to be kept 
open with savin ointment. 

March 5. Repeat the blister; continue 
medicines. 

8. Calemel, four grains twice a-day. 

11. Had an epileptic fit. Cupped om the 

t. Continue the medicine. 


uite well, and de 


DELUSIVE VISION, 


part 

Elliotson’s Case Book for Anne's Ward, 

12th, 1827. 

Anne Wilkinson, wtat. 17, ill one year 
anda half; pain of forehead chiefly imme- 
diately over the eyebrows, sees visions of 

sometimes in the day, but always 
night comes on, and fears to go to 
Hears noises, tunes, and voices, and 
once held a conversation with them. 
and even triple; sometimes 
is steppiog down a precipice. 

but drowsiness. C 


temples daily ; only ; 
shaved and kept 


. July 3. Mach better ; house ic daily ; 
19, Dismissed well. 


PHRENOLOGICAL ORGANS. 


lately attended with Dr. Blundell, a 
rat lady who wes so distracted with 
that it was thought advisable she 

should be under the charge of a female 
away from her family. If the door was shut, 
she would go up to it, and stand looking at 


invariably 
points of her fagers over the ry 
cumspection 


fe 


in endeavouring to ascertei 
ther her fingers, dress, &c,, were 
clean, and was so obstinate in her 
that compulsion 
to interrupt her. She 
always of her heed, and on beiog 
where the pain was, 


rt 


BF 


and firmness. 
also, there was ee 
integuments were louse and spongy to the 
feel. 

Many pains of the head are evidently 
euiaste the nerves and soft parts, and ex- 
ternal to the cranium; some in the 
and some in the membranes within ; 
disturbance of ay central function is not 
therefore, a necessary concomi 
most common in he 
and attended, as the 

with heaviness 
and adegree of stupor. 
there is internal pain at one spot, we may 
expect that in most cases the pain and 
turbance of function may be connected, 


of 
the 


er anterior part of the 


the lock, and trying it for many minutes be- | side; on the upper portion it 


fore she could satisfy berselfit was fast. If 
she began washin Bs face, she would con. | 
tinue washing 

satisfied that she had made it ‘clean, und | 


thing ike it on the carpet, she 


and at it narrowly, unable to satisfy 


than usual, (** puérile,”) and, 


rubbing on one side, not/chique”) was perceptible ; 


fare ery dll oun He 


412 DELUSIVE VISION.—PHRENOLOGY. 
half an ounce ; herself that it was 
Infusion of gentian, two ounces; a soled her dress. Her 
19, Mouth sore, very little pain at occiput. 
April 9. Still no pain of head; tentigo 
yesterday fo 
14. Felt q 
being very d 
P _ For the following case of imagi ex- | 
istence of objects of sight ath 
h when they are the seat | ie pain, w 
probably coincide with phrenological 
oftener than natural, and profuse. Sixteen orgen, 0s in all the shove cases, 
4 wash. 
PLEURITIS, WITH EFFUSION OF BLOOD ; OrE- 
RATION FOR EMPYEMA, FOLLOWED 
DEATA, 

I a few years ago saw a lady who had D. wen 
two attacks of the loss of memory of names,| mitted, after an i of three weeks, 
ech lasting three or four hours, and during | during whieh time he had been labouring 
each there was pain in the orbit above the | under violent pain in the left side, and great 
eyes, eractly in the seat of the organ of| shortness of breath on the least exertion, 

language. She lived at Mile End, and was/and had daily a slight febrile 
a patient of Messrs. Maiden and Elliott. his admission, on the 18th of 
suffered much from dyspnea, 
|cough, and constant pain im t 
he was very emaciated, fever 
able to lie on either side; on 
the stethoscope, no respiratory sound 
heard on the = || 
was stronger 
nm the beck, 
uffie bron- 
vercussion, 
might, therefore, begin to wash the othe 
t Towards the end of 
dys considerably eug- 
the cough wee very 


2. 


= 


i 


satis 


7E28 


was, however, not of a long duration ; an 
hour efterwards the dyspnea had again aug- 
mented ; he was‘ obliged to'sit'up, or to lie 
on the left side; the face was edematous, 


noon, 

' Omexamination of the body, the face and 
left side of the thorax were found edema- 
small ing having 


FATAL CASE OF LEAD-COLIC. 

M. Mercier, etet. 32, of a strong con- 
stitution, having been employed in a lead- 
manufactory for sevéral months, during 
which he enjoyed continual good health, 
was, on the 3d of May, seized with violent 
colic pain, which increased during the fol- 
lowing days, so that on the 6th he was ob- 
liged to enter the hospital. He complained 

violent pain, costiveness, cramps in the 
feet, and slight sickness, but, on the whole, 
the disease did not appear to have attained 
to such a degree as to cause any danger to 
be apprehended, and M. Lerminier, under 
whose care he was, treated him by the usual 

in and ic affec- 


bowels became regular, and a favourable ter- 


* The ** Bureau Central” sends almost all 
cases of lead-colic to the Hépital de la Cha- 
rité. The following is the method, 

called “ Traitement de la Charité,” by 
+| which this disease is 
On admission, the patient is a clys- 
ter of the decoction of senna leaves with 
sulphate of soda (lavement des peintres), 

to take freely of the decoct. cassis, or 
sod. tartaric. and tartar emetic; im the even- 
ing, an injection of four ounces of nut-oil 
and twelve ounces of red wine (lav. ano- 
din) is given, and three hours afterwards a 
dose of opium taken internally. On the fol- 
lowing morning the patient takes an emetic, 
and during the day the following medicine : 
lign. guaiac. . Sarsapar. cort. cinch. aa.’ 
une. i.; rad. glycyrrh. unc. s8.; coq. c. aq. lib. 
iii. ad colat. lib. ii. In the evening the in- 
jection of wine and oil is repeated. On the 
third dey he again takes the decoction, to 
which an ounce of senna leaves is added ; 
in the evening, first the lavement des p., 
and two hours afterwards the lavem. anodin, 
and internally a dose of opium, On the 
morning of the fourth day, a decoct. senn. c. 
sulph. sod. et pulv. jalapp. ; during the day 
the tisane, and in the evening the injection 
of oil and wine, and a dose of opium. On 
the fifth day the remedies used on the third 
are repeated, and on the sixth the patient 
is treated in the same manner as on the 
fourth, &e. In most cases the pain subsides 
on the second day, and the patients are gene- 
rally cured within a week or two at the ut- 
most, If, notwithstanding the use of the 
above aperients the pain and costiveness 
continue, the patient takes pills of aloe, ex- 
tract of rhubarb, jalarra, belleborus, and 
scammovium, ‘The results of this treatment 
(for a more detailed description of which 
we refer our readers to Pinel’s Ni 4 
and Orfila's Toricologie) are very favourable ; 
of 1,353 patients which, duriug 12 years, 
were admitted at the Charité, not more than 
64 died, 
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On applying the stethoscope to 
de of the thorax, respiration could | 
atd; the sound of the voice was) 
ie ic i “| 
side ; on measuring the thorax, | 
the 
heart was more dis 
former than on the Jatt q 
to be displaced at least 
application of blister 
being followed by no relief, an } 
sas Levis g increased so as to 
mediate suffocation ; the operation of em-| 
pyema was decided upon as the | 
source, and performed by M. Ro } 
the 23th of March ; * niade small tion of the feet eventually subsided; the : 
was plunged into the middle 
tion of the chest, between the six 
seventh ribs; on withdrawing the 
mient, a t quantity of bloody seru : 
issued teres after a fe 1 
minutes, however, the discharge ceased, an : 
in this manner about twelve ounces of flui ; 
were'evacuated ; the felt consider 
ably relieved, and the ing appeared t i 
easier, although it had been found im 
to prevent the introduction of ai 
the cavity of the thorax during the ope a 
ration. The relief which he experience: a 
the pulse irregular-and small, &c. ; and he 
died on the following day at two in the after 4 
pea @ gaseous Huid, which, on # 
light near it, took fire and burnt 
flame ; re- 
retted open- 
ra ~ enlarged, q 
of bloody serum were with- ‘ 
the —y in which it had : 
was li with whitish 
two lines in thickness, 1 
hitish filaments were seen r 
traversing from the pulmonary towards the 
costal pleura; the Meft lung was forcibly 
compressed, but seemed in its 
and. in some points hepatised. The heart 
was found lying on the right side, about an 
inch distant from the right margic of the 
sternum ; the pericardium contained a great 
quantity of liquid blood. The other viscera 
were healthy.—Journ. Hebdomad. 
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restless night; no 


. ammon. acet. 


, anda 


re freely 
ot which was the lig 
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if 


i3 
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33% 


gi 


it 


a4 


returned from both en¢ 
was readily stopped bj 
morning of the 10th, tl 
torpid appearance than ; 
on of seventy leeches 
fe pains; 
expressive 
wo pills of 
mixture re- 
ected to be 
| 
q 
RACOON 
GANGRENE OF 
Geonoce Farnixo 
21, was admitted in 
the 26th of June, 18 
a few days back for 
bowels aad chest, 
and bad purgative 
lining toward 
ation, the abda 
tended, tense, hing, end an incre 
the bowels not id flexure of the 
frequent and s Ity he was able to 
hot and dry ; y and water ; the 
trom gettin 
from 


ue 


Scammony and gamboge, of each 12 
into 12 pills, 2 


Take three table spoonsful after each two 


4th. In the morning, of croton oil 
were ordered, and the Aswad continued as 
yesterday ; the bath failed in giving him the 
accustomed relief, We were su to 
* find the medicines bad no effect ; he ap- 
evidently to be pope ulse small 

= ot He partook of some ly and 


To-da d 
no sleep; the ulse very 


, and without a struggle. 


' Examination 24 hours after death. 
External appearances.—Stight emacia- 

, end the abdomen highly it 
Lungs 
and 


distended. 
adhering firmly to of 
the chest. On opening the abdomen, pus 

fecal matter were found to be extrava- 
sated among the i 


having escaped through lerge sphacelated 
apertures i in the ileum, some of them three- 
fourths of an inch broad, and one inch in 
length, of irregular figures ; two or three 
feet of this intestine was gangrenous, but 
i. of no ordinary nature had af- 


siderebly enlarged ; in the cavit of the 
pelvis there was a quinaity of 


Remarks.—This seemed a decided case 
of enteritis ending in gangrene ; but of so 
obscure a nature, that: when he first came 
into the hospital, he received but the ordi- 

a 

telieved. ote was of a scrofulous habit of 

body, and a weakly constitution ; he rallied 

ina measure, and, at his own r on 
was He was cautioned, 

~ cttion tous: aftera few days he again made 

his appearance, and was 

of the belly, it would be eas’ 

and readily. He never com- 

sbiverings, and it was dif- 


intestines and other viscera, | the 


ABIGAIL KEERNY. 


ABIGAIL KEERNY. 


To the Editor of Tas Lancer. 
We have read with astonishment, in 


1s false from beginning to end, as 
respectabie witnesses can 
woman would have been lost 
Baker's exertions, until near one 
morning. . 
We are, Sir, 
Your obedient servants, 
J. Cusws, and 
Humpursy Pearson, 


The two men who took her out of the water. 

J.Cixws,13, Wickham Street, New 
North Road. 

H. Psarsow, Cross Street, Hoxton. 


* The late of the Tiger wanted 
to send her to the workhouse, but Mr. Baker 
would not give his consent at that late hour. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Communications received from Mr. Rich. 
Laming—N. C. W.—Z. Z.—J. F. C.—Mr. 
Baker—Juvenis—C. A.D.—C. R.—F.D. H. 
—Mr. James Wood—Mr. Henry Walters— 
Mr. T. Williams—Mr. Fielding—A Con- 
stant Reader—J. F.—Apotheca. 

Will Z. Z. favour us with his name and 
address confidentially ! 

F. D. H. We are not aware of any. 

We had rather answer the questions pro- 
posed by C. A. D, and C. R. personally. 


There was a probability of strio~ 
some portion of the intestines ; the 
agreed with such a proba- 
, Sulphate of magnesia, one ounce and be regretted, that the treat- 
i Tincture rhubarb, half an ounce ; was attended with no better 
| ad the extent of the mischief 
pills. | Down, it may be diffieclt to say what 
would have been the best ry 
G.R, M—t. 
’ Portsmouth Harbour, June 11ta, 1829. 
hed 
fut 
a sensible your 
Number, Mr. J. Clapperton’s* state- 
t of the case of A. Kiemy; we are 
pared to make oath, if necessary, that it 
; canal, The external surface of the intes- 
.' times and peritoneum, was studded with 
’ warty excrescences, and adhering to each 
ficult to mark the time when the gangrene 
commenced. When he left the hospital | 
the first time, the belly was litte dis- 


